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December 1, 2022 
 
 
 
The Honorable City Council  
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
Subject:  AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORT REGARDING HAZARDOUS AND ILLEGAL RV PARKING  
 
Dear Councilmember: 
 
The Board of Transportation Commissioners (the “Commission”) asks that the City take immediate action 
to address the hundreds of complaints from concerned residents that the Commission has received over 
the last six months. The complaints concern the proliferation of oversized and other vehicles parked 
illegally on our streets for months going on years in some areas. In response to these complaints, the 
Commission undertook an investigation. Enclosed is a Report with its preliminary findings and 
recommendations based on the Commission’s investigation. We ask that you review the findings in the 
Report, so that immediate action can be taken to address the concerns raised by the City’s residents. If 
you have any questions, please contact the Commission.  
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Eric Eisenberg 
President         
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

BOARD OF TRANSPORTATION COMMISSIONERS 

Updated Subcommittee Report 

Date: November 4, 2022 

To: The Board of Transportation Commissioners 

From: Subcommittee re Oversized Vehicle 

Subject: Parking Enforcement of Oversized Vehicles 

A. SUMMARY

Since July 2022, the Board of Transportation Commissioners (the “Commission”) has

received hundreds of complaints from residents of the City of Los Angeles (the “City”) about the 

proliferation of oversized and other vehicles parked illegally on our streets.  To investigate the 

concerns of City residents, the Commission created a subcommittee (the “Subcommittee”).  

Commissioners Eric Eisenberg, Cris Liban, and John Ly were appointed to the Subcommittee.  

The Subcommittee’s purpose was to investigate the complaints, issue a report, and make 

recommendations for immediate action to be taken by the Commission and the Los Angeles 

Department of Transportation (the “LADOT”).  Based on its investigation, the Subcommittee 

issued a report dated October 6, 2022 with preliminary findings and recommendations for 

consideration by the Commission and LADOT.  This is an update on that October 6, 2022 

Report, which revises the recommendations of the Subcommittee in light of its further 

investigation. 

B. BACKGROUND

1. LADOT Resumes Enforcement For Parking Violations For Vehicles.

In March 2020, the City declared a local emergency in response to the COVID-19 

pandemic.  As part of this emergency declaration, the City relaxed enforcement for parking 

violations for all types of vehicles, including violations relating to the parking of oversized 

vehicles under Los Angeles Municipal Code (“LAMC”) § 80.69.4.  In October 2020, LADOT 

resumed enforcement for all parking violations.  (Ex. A.)  However, LADOT did not enforce 

parking violations in connection with the towing of vehicles being used as dwellings.  During 

this time, there were many vehicles, including oversized vehicles such as RVs and campers, that 

remained parked in certain areas in the City.    

On April 6, 2022, the City Council authorized the LADOT to do the following: (1) 

immediately resume parking enforcement for the five categories of vehicles detailed in the 

February 23, 2022 LADOT Report; and (2) resume parking enforcement for all motor vehicles in 

violation of LADOT’s parking enforcement policy and posted signage on May 15, 2022.  (Ex. B.).  

ITEM #13
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As set forth in the February 23, 2022 LADOT Report, LADOT could resume parking enforcement 

of all vehicles in five categories:   

1. Vehicles that posed a traffic safety violation, including blocked traffic lanes, walkways, 

fire hydrants, driveways, anti-gridlock/peak hour zones, and stolen vehicles.   

 

2. Vehicles that posed an environmental or public health hazards defined as vehicles that 

create an environmental or public health hazard through the repeated excess of 

accumulation of trash, debris or discharge of biohazard as documented by three (3) or 

more service call responses from the Department of Sanitation to mitigate this hazard.  

Such vehicles may be towed, after notice of enforcement and after initiating and 

documenting engagement with homeless services.  

 

3. Vehicles that interfered with the public works projects or special events, which allows 

LADOT to cite and impound vehicles that remain on the street in violation of posted 

temporary signs.   

 

4. Vehicles that were inoperable defined as vehicles that cannot be safely or reasonable 

operated.  

 

5. Unregistered vehicles defined as unregistered with LADOT being authorized to tow the 

vehicles after notice to the owner/occupant.   

(Ex. C, February 23, 2022 Report, pp. 2-3.)  In addition, the City Council instructed the CAO’s City 

Homelessness Coordinator to report back on a plan and process to initiate outreach and offer 

services to occupants of vehicles used for dwelling before a vehicle being towed.  (Id. p. 3.) 

2. The Commission Receives Complaints From Hundreds Of City Residents 

Regarding Oversized Vehicles. 

Beginning in the Summer of 2022, the Commission started getting complaints from 

concerned residents about the proliferation of oversized vehicles in certain areas of the City.  

For example, at the Commission hearing in July 2022, dozens of members of the public spoke 

out about the situation concerning oversized vehicles.  Since then, Commissioners have 

received hundreds of written complaints about the parking oversized vehicles.  The complaints 

about the oversized vehicles can be summarized as follows:   

• The vehicles have been parked illegally in impacted areas for extended periods of 

times often for over several months. 

• The vehicles have been surrounded by trash, feces, urine, intravenous needles, and 

other debris in the impacted areas and are posing a potential public health hazard to 
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both the occupants of the vehicles and the nearby areas where human waste has 

accumulated.   

• The continued presence of the vehicles over the period of months have led to 

increases in crime in the impacted areas and surrounding neighborhoods.   

• The continued presence of the vehicles has led to serious public health dangers, 

such as fires threatening nearby communities and damage to sensitive 

environmental areas. 

• Oversized vehicles are being rented out as a business, with one owner purportedly 

owning 23 vehicles. 

City residents were extremely frustrated about the perceived lack of enforcement from 

the City with respect to these vehicles.  Many of the residents also told the Commission that, 

before coming to the Commission, they had complained to numerous City departments, 

including LADOT, and their respective City Council offices.   

In response to the complaints, the Commission formed the Subcommittee on August 11, 

2022 to investigate, report back to the Commission, and provide a series of recommendations 

and proposed actions.  Since then, the Commission has undertaken an investigation that has 

included the following:  visits to the impacted areas, analysis of the relevant correspondence 

and applicable ordinances, review of the commission meetings and applicable Council file, 

discussions with LADOT staff and various City departments, including the City Attorney’s Office, 

and discussions with residents and neighborhood groups regarding the complaints.   

3. The City Administrative Officer’s Report And Recommendations. 

On September 15, 2022, the City Administrative Officer (“CAO”)—which provides 

centralized administrative services to the Mayor and City Council—issued a “Review and 

Recommendations for Citywide Vehicle Dwelling Outreach and Engagement Protocols” (the 

“CAO Report”).  (Ex. D.)  The purpose of the CAO Report was to offer services and resources to 

people experiencing homelessness and address “public health, safety, traffic, and welfare 

hazards associated with vehicle dwellings and abandoned vehicles.”  This was in response to 

the City Council’s action relating to oversized vehicles earlier in April 2022. 

The proposed protocols contemplate (1) homeless outreach and services; (2) addressing 

debris and hazardous activity; (3) investigating any ancillary criminal activity; (4) providing 

advance notice of parking enforcement and impoundment; and (5) impounding vehicles 

dwellings and abandoned vehicles.1  The homeless outreach and services will be made from 

 
1 The CAO report recommended that the City Council and the Mayor approve the proposed citywide 

dwelling outreach reach and engagement protocols for vehicle types.  It also recommended that the directed 

LADOT to provide quarterly reports and instructed the directors and general managers of LADOT and other 
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referrals to the CAO, with referrals from the public through LADOT via the MyLA311 or the 

respective council office.  Under the CAO’s proposed protocols, the “appropriate City 

department may take immediate action, up to and including immediately impounding the 

offending vehicle, if a vehicle presents an “immediate public safety concern or public health 

hazard.”  (Ex. D, p. 5.) 

C. THE SUBCOMMITTEE’S INVESTIGATION AND FINDINGS. 

The Subcommittee focused its investigation in several impacted areas where there have 

been concentrations of oversized and other vehicles.  The impacted areas were the subject of 

the complaints brought to the Commission and have been identified as the following: (1) 

Ballona Wetlands (Jefferson Blvd. between Lincoln and Culver); (2) Los Feliz (Franklin Ave. 

between Vermont Blvd. and Western Blvd.); (3) Cahuenga Pass (Cahuenga Blvd. between 

Barham and Highland Blvd.) and Forest Lawn Drive.2   

1. Ballona Wetlands  

The location of the impacted area adjacent to the Ballona Wetlands is a section of 

Jefferson Blvd. between Lincoln Blvd. and Culver Blvd. in Marina Del Rey.  The Ballona Wetlands 

is a state-owned ecological reserve managed by California Department of Fish and Wildlife.  

Comprising of about 600 acres, the Ballona Wetlands is the second largest open space in the 

City after Griffith Park and contains a freshwater marsh, saltwater marsh, and discovery park.  A 

huge gas storage facility owned by SoCalGas abuts the ecological reserve.   

As of September 19, 2022, there were 45 vehicles (25 oversized vehicles and 20 cars) 

parked in this impacted street, which runs alongside the ecological reserve.  (Ex. E.)  The 

number of vehicles in the impacted area has ranged from 54 as of January 26, 2022, 65 as of 

February 7, 2022, 56 as of March 8, 2022, 56 as of April 7, 202, and 50 as of July 7, 2022.  The 

majority, if not all, of the vehicles as of July 7, 2022 appeared to be vehicles with dwellers.  

Many of the vehicles appeared to be inoperable.  The impacted street has signs stating, “No 

Stopping Any Time Sign” and “No Parking from 10pm to 6am.”  (Ex. F.)  There is a sidewalk and 

walking trail along the path.   

As part of its investigation, the Subcommittee reviewed correspondence, photographs, 

and key reports from impacted residents.  The Subcommittee also spoke to residents, LAPD 

officers, and the manager of the Ballona Wetlands.  In addition, a Commissioner from the 

Subcommittee personally visited the impacted street in July 2022.  Since May 2022, the 

 
departments to coordinate all outreach efforts through the CAO’s office.  There were also recommendations to 

compile data and the identification of funding such as yard and shop space to support operational needs.  The 

proposed protocols are guidelines and are optional for the City Council, the Mayor, and the City departments.   

2 The Subcommittee is undertaking an investigation of other impacted areas such as Westchester Park. 
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Commissioners have received more than five hundred letters and emails from residents 

registering complaints about the vehicles in the impacted street.  (Ex. G, Complaint Excerpts.) 

Based on its investigation, the Subcommittee observed the following:  

• There have been vehicles parked in the impacted street in violation of the 

parking signs since at least January 2021.  LADOT does not appear to have issued 

citations for violations of these signs.  The impacted area has also been blocked 

by encampments on the street that have arisen alongside the vehicles.   

• Residents in the area have reported that vehicle dwellers have been defecating, 

urinating, dumping septic tanks, disposing of hypodermic needles into the 

Ballona Wetlands—actions that residents fear have and continue to have an 

adverse environmental impact on the preserve.  

• There is evidence that there has been a substantial increase in crime in the 

surrounding areas due to the concentration of vehicles on this impacted street.  

According to an LAPD report dated May 9, 2022, there has been a 266% increase 

in crime per LAPD report.  (Ex. H).  There have been reports from neighbors 

regarding shootings, a drug lab, and a chop shop.  The presence of crime in the 

impacted street was corroborated in discussions with LAPD officers.  In a one-

year period in 2021, there were 109 phone calls to the LAPD.  (Ex. I.)  In analyzing 

the log, the information appears to identify calls relating to assaults on women, 

shots being fired, nine instances of suspects in the area, and fifteen instances of 

ambulances being called to the impacted street.   

• The Ballona Wetlands reserve has had to spend enormous resources in cleaning 

up the trash and debris left by the vehicle dwellers, as well as repairing damage 

to the fences enclosing the reserve; the costs per month of this clean up and 

repairs total thousands of dollars per month.   

• The continued presence of the vehicles and their dwellers increases the risk of 

fires in the area, at least 4 of which have been reported in 2021 and 2022.  (Ex. 

J.)  In 2021, there was a report of a five-acre brush fire attributed near the 

impacted street that required 54 firefighters, helicopters, and ground crews.  On 

September 26, 2022, there was a car fire in the impacted area.  The residents 

fear that these fires could damage the wetlands and ignite the gas storage 

facility, creating an uncontrollable fire.  (Ex. K.)  There have been concerns about 

gas leaks and other issues related to the storage facility in the past.  (Ex. L.) 

• The residents have noted that the impacted areas have resulted in a dramatic 

decrease of visitors to the Ballona Wetlands and had a negative impact on the 

health and safety and public enjoyment of the preserve.   
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• There are reports by residents that the oversized vehicles are being rented out 

by their owners to people experiencing homelessness.   

• It is unclear whether there has been any outreach and offer of services and/or 

housing has been made to the vehicle dwellers in the impacted street.  The LAPD 

officers that have been responsible for the area have not been contacted by any 

homeless provider regarding offers of housing as of July 2022.   

2. Los Feliz.  

The location of the impacted street is on Franklin Ave. between Vermont Blvd. and 

Western Blvd. in Los Feliz.  As of September 26, 2022, there were about 28-35 vehicles, 

consisting of 20-25 oversized vehicles and 8-10 other vehicles (e.g., cards, mini vans, boat) in 

this impacted area.  It is unclear what parking restrictions are on these streets.  Based on 

discussion with residents, the vehicles have been parked in this area for months, if not years.  

The vehicles in this impacted street are mostly operable, as residents report that they are 

moving one side to the street on days meant for street cleaning, to avoid receiving citations.   

As part of its investigation, the Subcommittee reviewed correspondence and reviewed 

comments from members of the public.  In addition, a Commissioner from the Subcommittee 

personally visited the impacted street in September 2022.  Since May 2022, the Commission 

has received letters from residents and speakers during Commission meetings who have made 

complaints about the vehicles in the impacted street.  (Ex. M.)   

Based on its investigation, the Subcommittee observed the following:  

• There have been vehicles parked in the impacted street for months, and LADOT 

does not appear to have issued citations for the parked vehicles.   

• There are reports that vehicle dwellers have been disposing of heavy amounts of 

waste from RV storage tanks, garbage, and trash into and near the impacted 

street.  

• There are reports that there is an increase in criminal activity including drug use 

near the impacted street.  

• There are reports that calling 311 will not trigger any enforcement of parking 

violations for vehicle dwellings.  

• The impacted street is blocking access to cyclists in the impacted street.   



7 

3. Cahuenga Pass and Forest Lawn Drive. 

The location of the impacted street is on eastside of Cahuenga Blvd., alongside the 101 

Freeway near the Hollywood Bowl.  As of August 16, 2022, the number of vehicles were 16.  

This number has since decreased to about 3 to 4 vehicles as of September 16, 2022.  It is 

unclear what parking restrictions are on these streets.  The presence of the vehicles on this 

impacted street has been for over one year.   

As part of its investigation, the Subcommittee reviewed correspondence and reviewed 

comments from members of the public.  In addition, a Commissioner from the Subcommittee 

personally visited the impacted street in July 2022.  Since May 2022, the Commission has 

received letters from residents and speakers during Commission meetings who have made 

complaints about the vehicles in the impacted street.  (Ex. N.)   

Over the last several months, there has been a growing concentration of oversized 

vehicles on near the Cahuenga Pass on Forest Lawn Drive near Warner Brothers Studios.  As of 

September 26, 2022, there were about 34 oversized vehicles, 5 cars, and 3-4 unhitched camper 

trailers.  It is unclear why the number of oversized vehicles decreased on Cahuenga Blvd., while 

the number of oversized vehicles has increased in the Forest Lawn area.  The Commission is 

continuing its investigation to ensure that enforcement is consistent throughout the City.   

Based on its investigation, the Subcommittee observed the following:  

• There have been vehicles parked in the impacted street for many months, and 

LADOT does not appear to have issued citations for the parked vehicles.   

• There are reports that vehicle dwellers have been disposing of heavy amounts of 

garbage and human waste into and near the impacted street and over the 

embankment on the freeways.  

• There are reports that there is an increase in criminal activity including drug use 

near the impacted street.  

• There are complaints that the area in the Cahuenga Pass is a high fire danger 

area.   

• There are complaints that enforcement in certain areas has taken place, while it 

has not been taking in other areas. 

4. Westchester Park. 

Park is a large city park located on Manchester and Lincoln Avenues in Westchester.  

This park has been heavily used by Westchester, surrounding communities, and also by 

communities from throughout Los Angeles for decades, beginning in the 1940s.  The park has 

three ballfields and a multiplex field, all lighted; tennis courts with programming and lessons; a 
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recreational swimming pool that offers lessons and public swim times; a playground for 

children; picnic areas with tables and barbecues; basketball courts; a recreational center with 

programs for children; a senior center; and a county library branch.  As of October 2022, there 

were numerous oversized vehicles and other vehicles that were parked in the municipal parking 

lot that serves the park and the municipal buildings, which includes the Loyola Branch of the 

city library.   

Based on its investigation, the Subcommittee observed the following:  

• There have been vehicles parked in the impacted parking lot for many months, 

the parked vehicles do not appear to have been issued citations.  Clean up has 

been conducted in the previous weeks, but vehicles staying overnight have 

started to return.   

• At least one resident has claimed that, based on public records, from January 1, 

2020, until July 15, 2021, there were 373 “service calls” to LAPD regarding 

incidents at Westchester Park.  The service call log for Westchester Park shows 

calls for child abuse of various types (molest/assault/neglect), kidnapping, 

assaults with a deadly weapon, shots fired, arson, domestic violence, 

disturbances, narcotics activity, robberies, batteries, vicious animals, attempted 

suicide, drug overdoses, thefts, and criminal threats, among others.  The 

residents claim that none of these incidents have resulted in any arrests.  

• The residents have provided photographs of trash and other debris left outside 

of the vehicles in the parking lot.   

D. APPLICABLE LAW RELATING TO PARKING OF OVERSIZED VEHICLES. 

1. Los Angeles Municipal Code § 80.69.4. 

The State of California authorizes local authorities to establish their own policies that 

prohibit or restrict vehicles of a certain size from stopping, parking or standing in adherence 

with California Vehicle Code (CVC) 22507.  Enacted in 2010, Los Angeles Municipal Code 

(“LAMC”) § 80.69.4 prohibits parking RVs, campers, trailers, or similar vehicles that are more 

than seven feet in height or twenty-two feet in length between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 

a.m. on various public streets, on penalty of being fined, towed, or impounded.  L.A. Mun. Code 

§ 80.69.4.3  In addition, LAMC § 80.69 enables LADOT to prohibit vehicles stopping or parking 

where it would cause “traffic congestion, create a hazard, detrimentally affect the public 

 
3 Subsection (a) of LAMC § 80.69.4 states that “No person shall stop, stand or park, when authorized signs are in 
place giving notice of the restriction, any oversize vehicle, defined as a motor vehicle in excess of 22 feet in length 
or over 84 inches in height, between 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. The registered owner of the oversize vehicle or other 
person having control of the oversize vehicle shall also be in violation of this section if he or she has knowledge 
that the oversize vehicle had been so parked and the person parking had the express or implied permission to 
operate the oversize vehicle.” 
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welfare, or deprive the public of the efficient use of available curb space.”  Id. § 80.69.  LAMC § 

80.73.2 also states that, “[i]t shall be unlawful for any person who owns or who has possession, 

custody or control of any vehicle to park that vehicle or leave it standing upon any highway, 

street or alley for 72 or more consecutive hours.”  LAMC § 80.73.2.  LADOT has the power to 

ticket, tow, and impound vehicles in the City that are in violation of the LAMC ordinances, the 

California Vehicle Code, and other applicable laws and policies.   

2. The Powers Of The Commission. 

LADOT’s Commission generally serves in an advisory capacity.  (LA Charter, § 22.482(d).  

However, under the Los Angeles Charter, the Commission has certain powers that extend 

beyond an advisory capacity.  For example, under Section 22.828(g)(2)(A), the Commission’s 

powers include the following:   

• (2).  The Board of Transportation Commissioners may by resolution, which shall 

become effective when published once in a newspaper of general circulation in 

the City, adopt rules regulating the use of the public streets or other public ways 

for travel, including parking or other use of vehicles thereon, when determined 

by the Commission to be necessary to meet an emergency. No rule adopted 

under the authority of this section shall remain in force longer than thirty (30) 

days unless incorporated into an ordinance. 

• (3).  The Transportation Commission is authorized to submit ordinances relating 

to traffic to the Council for adoption. Such ordinances must be adopted or 

rejected by the Council within ninety (90) days from receipt thereof. 

• (4).  The Transportation Commission is authorized to conduct hearings on all 

matters within the purview of the Department and to advise the General 

Manager as to its findings and recommendations. 

• (5).  The Transportation Commission shall have the authority, through and in 

cooperation with the General Manager, to employ such personnel as may be 

necessary to coordinate all matters relating to off-street parking vehicle facilities 

acquired by the City for public use, to expend sums for expenses incurred in the 

coordination and directing of the Off-Street Parking Acquisition Program 

including such sums as are necessary for legal, engineering and other 

professional services required to promote the Off-Street Parking Program, 

subject to the prior authorization of resources by the Mayor and the Council and 

Charter limitations. 

• (7).  The Transportation Commission shall have the power, duty and 

responsibility of coordinating, directing, and managing all matters respecting the 

acquisition, and thereafter the management, of all public off-street parking 
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places by the City except for those parking facilities which are under jurisdiction 

or control of departments controlling their own funds. 

E. THE SUBCOMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The Subcommittee recommends that the Commission consider taking the following 

actions in light of this Report’s findings: 

• Advise the General Manager that it should commence immediate parking 

enforcement of vehicles (including oversized vehicles) in violation of LAMC §§ 

80.69.4 and § 80.69.  Such enforcement should be citywide and include the 

issuance of citations to vehicles and the towing of vehicles parked in violation 

thereof, as required by applicable law and the City Council in its order dated 

April 6, 2022.   

• Request that the incoming Mayor that he or she should find that the current 

situation regarding the proliferation of oversized vehicles in the City as an 

emergency, so that the Commission can adopt a rules and regulations to 

immediately clear the impacted streets pursuant to LA Charter, section 

22.828(g)(2)(A)(2). 

• Send copies of the final Report and Recommendations, as approved the 

Commission, with a cover letter to the incoming Mayor and City Council for their 

consideration and action.  Below is a proposed draft of the letter: 

To The Honorable Mayor and City Council: 

The Board of Transportation Commissioners (the “Commission”) asks that the 

City take immediate action to address the hundreds of complaints from 

concerned residents that the Commission has received over the last six months.  

The complaints concern the proliferation of oversized and other vehicles parked 

illegally on our streets for months going on years in some areas.  In response to 

these complaints, the Commission undertook an investigation.  Enclosed is a 

Report with its preliminary findings and recommendations based on the 

Commission’s investigation.  We ask that you review the findings in the Report, 

so that immediate action can be taken to address the concerns raised by the 

City’s residents.  If you have any questions, please contact the Commission.   

• Advise the General Manager to effectuate the immediate installation of parking 

restriction signage, if needed, in the impacted streets in the areas identified in 

this Report to facilitate enforcement.  
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• Advise the General Manager that the Commission has determined that the 

vehicles parked on the impacted street in the Ballona Wetlands in violation of 

LADOT street signs present an immediate public safety concern and public health 

hazard, that they detrimentally affect the public welfare, and deprive the public 

of the efficient use of available curb space.   

• Advise the General Manager that it should propose and recommend a citywide 

ordinance to be adopted by the City Council that prohibits oversized vehicles 

through the City or, at a minimum, in all residential-zoned portions of the City.  

Citywide restrictions on parking have been adopted in numerous large and 

medium cities across the United States and in California as detailed in LADOT’s 

November 13, 2018 Report.  (Ex. O, Nov. 13, 2018 Report.)4    

• Advise the General Manager to ask that the County of Los Angeles explore the 

purchase, lease, and/or development of large areas suitable for the parking of 

oversized and RV parking with basic sanitation and water.   

 

 
4 In the November 13, 2018 Report, LADOT compared the City’s approach to nine large cities in the United States 
(New York, Chicago, Houston, Phoenix, Philadelphia, San Antonio, Austin, and Jacksonville) that prohibit the 
parking of oversized vehicles and RVs throughout either the entire city or the entire residentially-zoned portion of 
the city.  (Ex. O, Nov. 13, 2018 Report, pp. 3-4.)  The same city-wide restriction approach was also taken largely by 
eight other large and medium size cities in California, many of which have a permit program as well.  In the same 
report, LADOT observed the problems with the City’s enforcement, observing that once “oversize parking 
restriction signs are installed, the vehicles often move to nearby streets until parking restrictions are posted on 
those streets . . . . [c]ommunities continue to experience a proliferation of these vehicles, and the current program 
provides a piecemeal approach to the problem.”  The LADOT Report also noted enforcement was limited by the 
impound capacity and that vehicles cannot be towed while occupied as of 2018.  (Id., p. 6.) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT A 
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MOTION

I MOVE that the report from the Transportation Committee, Item #30 on today’s Council 
agenda (C.F. 20-0147-S7), relative to the transition plan to resume parking enforcement for 
previously suspended parking infractions and proposed economic relief measures for parking 
fines, BE AMENDED to delete existing recommendations A. and D. and replace with the 
following new recommendations:

Beginning October 15,2020, resume parking enforcement and impounds, when 
applicable, for street cleaning, abandoned vehicles, oversize and overnight restrictions, peak hour 
and anti-gridlock zones, and expired registration, and conduct public outreach and education 
between October 1,2020 and October 14,2020.

Delay the impounding of vehicles in which there is vehicle dwelling and report in 30-60 
days with a next step plan.

A.

D.

*

PRESENTED BY:
JOEBUSCAINO 
Councilmember, 15th District

'3*

C
miSECONDED BY:'
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

September 17, 2020Date:

Honorable City Council
c/o City Clerk, Room 395, City Hall
Attention: Honorable Mike Bonin, Chair, Transportation Committee

To:

Seleta J. Reynolds, General Manager ^ 
Department of Transportation

From:

Subject: TRANSITION PLAN TO RESUME PARKING ENFORCEMENT FOR PREVIOUSLY SUSPENDED 
PARKING INFRACTIONS AND PROPOSED ECONOMIC RELIEF MEASURES FOR PARKING 
FINES

SUMMARY

The Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) proposes a transition plan to resume parking 
enforcement of parking infractions that were suspended in response to the novel coronavirus (COVID- 
19), and economic relief measures for parking fines (CF 20-0147-S7).

RECOMMENDATIONS

That the City Council, subject to approval of the Mayor:

DIRECT LADOT, beginning October 1, 2020, to resume parking enforcement and impounds, when 
applicable, for street cleaning, abandoned vehicles, oversize and overnight restrictions, peak hour 
and anti-gridlock zones, and expired registration;

1.

2. DIRECT LADOT, beginning October 15, 2020, to resume enforcement of expired preferential parking 
district permits;

DIRECT LADOT to suspend imposing new citation late penalties until October 22, 2020; and3.

DIRECT LADOT, beginning January 1, 2021, to resume scofflaw enforcement and impounds.4.

BACKGROUND

On March 4, 2020, the Mayor declared a local emergency in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. On 
March 6, the City Council approved a resolution ratifying the Declaration of Local Emergency. With the 
Declaration of a Local Emergency and the unique public health risks posed by COVID-19, on March 16, 
the Mayor relaxed parking enforcement across the City putting a temporary halt to the issuance of 
several citations so that residents can more effectively practice the safe social distancing necessary 
during the outbreak. Subsequently, LADOT relaxed enforcement for the following categories: 

Residential street sweeping 
Expired registration on a vehicle
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Peak/rush hour and anti-gridlock zone parking restrictions
Vehicles displaying recently expired permits within preferential parking districts were granted a 
two-week grace period following the expiration
No ticket or tow for abandoned vehicles, overnight parking, or oversize vehicles.

On September 1, 2020, City Council instructed LADOT to continue the current relaxed enforcement until 
October 1, 2020 and to report back with a phased transition plan to resume parking enforcement and 
propose economic relief measures for parking fines.

DISCUSSION

Enforcement Transition Plan

Below is an explanation of the City suspended parking violations with recommendations when 
enforcement should resume.

Street Cleaning and Abandoned Vehicles

The Mayor's Safer at Home emergency order dictated that City residents must isolate themselves in 
their residences where feasible. Typically, residents are required to move their on-street parked vehicles 
for street cleaning, and cannot leave them parked on the street for more than 72 hours per the 
California Vehicle Code. While residents remain at home and use their vehicles less, moving and 
reparking them is more challenging. To acknowledge that challenge, both street cleaning and 72-hour 
(abandoned vehicle) enforcement was relaxed under the emergency order, and LADOT closed the 
abandoned-vehicle complaint line.

After months without street sweeping, the debris and trash build up around unmoved vehicles creates a 
public health and safety concern with vermin and rodent infestations. Even with the compliant line 
closed, LADOT receives daily complaints from disgruntled residents requesting vehicles be cited and/or 
removed. Prior to COVID-19, LADOT's abandoned complaint line received an average of 10,500 
abandoned vehicle complaints per month or 126,000 per year.

Many residents are now back to work, and the challenge of moving vehicles is reduced. To address 
health and safety and respond to constituent complaints, LADOT recommends resuming enforcement 
and impounds for street cleaning and abandoned vehicles, when warranted, beginning on October 1, 
2020.

Peak Hour and Anti-gridlock Zones

With the State of California, and County and City of Los Angeles public health orders to stay at home and 
close nonessential businesses, traffic volumes and travel delay significantly decreased. This reduction in 
traffic volume eliminates the need for peak period lanes and punitive penalties and impounds to keep 
those lanes clear. To allow businesses to operate safely, curbside parking and pick-up and delivery 
access to restaurants and other essential businesses were temporarily in greater demand. As 
businesses reopen, there is a noticeable increase in traffic volumes and delay during peak periods. 
Streets that have peak hour lanes and that are designated as anti-gridlock zones can now benefit from 
normal operation and enforcement. LADOT recommends resuming peak hour lane and anti-gridlock 
zone enforcement, when warranted, beginning on October 1, 2020.
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Expired Registrations

At the beginning of the pandemic, the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) temporarily closed their 
offices making it more difficult for the public to renew their car registrations, and the City suspended 
registration violations. In June 2020, the DMV reopened all field offices to the public so suspending this 
citation is no longer necessary. LADOT recommends resuming enforcement for expired registration, 
when warranted, beginning on October 1, 2020.

Overnight and Oversized Vehicles

To ensure traffic safety, the California Vehicle Code authorizes cities to restrict oversized vehicle parking 
where it may constrict or even block vehicle travel lanes. These overnight restrictions require City 
Council resolution and posted signs to enforce. When LADOT traffic enforcement officers encounter an 
occupied oversized vehicle in a restricted area, they do not ticket or tow these vehicles. Instead, they 
coordinate with agencies including the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) and the Los 
Angeles Police Department (LAPD) who can provide occupants with access to supportive services. At the 
beginning of the pandemic, while traffic volumes were low, the City ceased oversized vehicle restrictions 
and enforcement to further assist people experiencing homelessness who use vehicles as shelter. As 
traffic patterns and volumes return to normal, and oversize vehicles create increased safety concerns, 
LADOT recommends resuming enforcement and impound for overnight oversized vehicles, when 
warranted, beginning October 1, 2020. LADOT will continue to coordinate with partner agencies to assist 
individuals living in oversized vehicles, and to establish protocols that ensure occupied vehicles are not 
impounded.

Expired Preferential Permits

LADOT and its contractor closed public service centers to maintain the health and safety of the public 
and the contractor's employees. While services continued online, by telephone, and through mail, 
LADOT recognized that there may be instances where permits processed by mail are delayed, and the 
Mayor granted a two-week grace period for expired permits. Beginning the week of October 1, 2020, 
the public service centers will reopen and resume processing parking permits in person in addition to 
the other mediums. Once those centers are reopened, LADOT recommends a minimum two-week grace 
period to resume enforcement of expired preferential parking permits, when warranted, on October 15, 
2020.

Scofflaws

Vehicles that accumulate five or more delinquent citations, known as scofflaws, can be booted and/or 
towed. In the emergency orders to relax enforcement, the Mayor also granted extensions on all 
outstanding parking fines, which suspended scofflaw enforcement. During this time, LADOT's Smart 
Boot vendor contract expired and is in the process of renewal. LADOT expects to execute the contract 
within the next 90 days. Upcoming citation amnesty programs that will tentatively be in effect until 
December 31, 2020 could assist scofflaw motorists with coming into compliance. LADOT recommends 
resuming scofflaw enforcement, when warranted, starting January 1, 2021 once the vendor contract is 
renewed.

Parking Fine Economic Relief
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The City of Los Angeles offers several programs to assist low income individuals and individuals 
experiencing homelessness with outstanding parking citation debt. At the direction of the Mayor's 
office, LADOT is also working on new economic relief programs to allow citation amnesty and provide an 
early citation payment incentive. The citation amnesty program will grant a one-time opportunity for 
those with citations over three years old the chance to have all late fees waived and pay the base 
citation amount(s) over a period of time thereby clearing DMV holds, tax intercepts, and/or tow orders. 
An unemployment citation amnesty program will assist those that lost their job during the pandemic by 
allowing them to have late fees waived and pay only the base citation amount over a period of time. As 
enforcement resumes, an additional program will allow motorists an early payment discount for parking 
violations previously relaxed under Safer at Home order (e.g. street sweeping, expired tags, expired 
preferential parking permits, etc.). This program will reward those who pay citations within 48 hours 
with a $20 discount.

Programs the Department already has in place to provide economic relief include:

Community Assistance Parking Program (CAPP): LADOT offers the CAPP for individuals 
experiencing homelessness that allows them to pay their parking citations through volunteer 
community service or through enrollment in a homeless service program. As of June 30, 2020, 
LADOT assisted 1,070 participants to complete 14,238 community service hours for a total of 
$559,783 worth of citations converted to community service.
Low Income Payment Plans: LADOT worked with the State Legislature to shape bills that created 
or modified payment plans for the indigent and eligible low income motorists. Depending on the 
existing payment plan, the City may waive all late fees for eligible motorists and allow up to 18 
months to pay off the base citation fines.
Accessible Adjudication Hearings: To prevent further spread of COVID-19 and protect the health 
of the public and City staff, LADOT quickly pivoted to accommodate the public by conducting 
adjudication hearings through mail and telephone and most recently through video 
conferencing. The video conferencing was only allowed through the emergency order of the 
Governor. LADOT intends to submit a legislative proposal to request to make this a permanent 
option.
Temporary Suspension of Parking Fines and Payments: Under the direction of the Mayor and in 
response to the economic impact created by the pandemic, LADOT suspended parking fines and 
granted extensions on all deadlines for payments until October 1, 2020. Motorists are allowed 
up to 21 days to pay citations to avoid the late penalties. With the complexity of programming 
systems to determine the number of remaining days for payment of citations issued pre­
suspension, during the suspension, and post-suspension, LADOT recommends allowing 21 days, 
until October 21, 2020, for motorists to pay their citations to avoid new late penalties.
Beginning October 22, 2020, citations older than 21 days would be subject to the late penalty 
schedule.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Parking citation revenue is deposited into the General Fund. In Fiscal Year 2019-20, prior to the 
Declaration of a Local Emergency, LADOT projected parking citation revenue to reach approximately 
$135 million annually or an average of $11.25 million per month. For Fiscal Year 2020-21, assuming 
current conditions remain the same with reduced parking enforcement and officers are deployed 
similarly for the remainder of the fiscal year, parking citation revenue is estimated to be between $55
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million and $60 million or $4.5 million to $5 million per month. Compared to the 2020-21 Adopted 
Budget, the estimates for the current year are up to approximately $85.5 million below budget, which is 
about 62% below budget. Delayed normal parking enforcement is one of the main drivers for the $6 
million revenue loss each month. The revenue may continue to drop with work output impacts related 
to the recently approved employee Separation Incentive Program, upcoming furloughs, unfilled 
vacancies, and other factors associated with the pandemic.

The new citation amnesty programs combined could be revenue generating or neutral as the citation 
payments would otherwise be difficult to collect. Assuming the early payment program extends to the 
end of the fiscal year, it is estimated to result in a revenue loss of approximately $1-2 million.
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7 A
MOTION

I MOVE that in the matter of the TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT relative 
to the current process for towing vehicles in violation of posted signs, Item 7 on today’s Council 
agenda (CF 21-0956) BE AMENDED to include the following:

Instruct City Attorney to review LADOT's criteria to distinguish between abandoned vehicles 
suitable for towing and vehicles as dwellings that warrant additional engagement.

Instruct City Attorney to work with LADOT to develop the guidelines needed to execute the 
policy

PRESENTED BY<

SECONDEIYBYy

APR 0 6 2022.



MOTION

I MOVE that the report from the Transportation Committee, Item #7 on today’s Council agenda 
(C.F. 21-0956), relative to vehicle enforcement procedures in instances of vehicle dwelling, BE 
AMENDED to include the following new recommendation:

AUTHORIZE the Los Angeles Department of Transportation to immediately resume parking 
enforcement for the five categories of vehicles detailed in the February 23, 2022 LADOT report, 
attached to the Council File, and resume parking enforcement for all motor vehicles in violation 
of LADOT’s parking enforcement policy and posted signage on May 15, 2022.

PRESENTED BY:
JOE BUSCAINO 
Councilmember, 15th District

SECONDED

RIGINAI

APR 0 6 2022,



 

File No. 21-0956 
 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT relative to the current process for towing 
vehicles in violation of posted signs. 
 
Recommendations for Council action: 

1. APPROVE the /RV�$QJHOHV�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ¶V��/$'27� criteria, as 
detailed in the February 23, 2022 LADOT report, attached to the Council File,  for: 

a. Distinguishing between abandoned vehicles suitable for towing and 
vehicles used as dwellings that warrant additional engagement. 

b. Prioritizing among oversized vehicles that are eligible for towing. 

2. DIRECT the City Administrative Officer (CAO) Homelessness Coordinator to 
develop within 30 days a process for officers from LADOT and Los Angeles Police 
Department (LAPD) to communicate referrals of outreach services for persons 
experiencing homelessness. 

3. DIRECT the LADOT to identify LADOT parking lots suitable for storage of 
oversized vehicles. 

4. DIRECT the Department of General Services, with the assistance of the LADOT 
and LAPD, to identify other City-owned parcels suitable for storage of oversized 
vehicles. 

5. DIRECT the Port of Los Angeles, Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, 
and Los Angeles World Airports, with the assistance of LADOT and LAPD, to 
identify parcels owned by proprietary departments suitable for storage of oversized 
vehicles. 

6. DIRECT the Bureau of Sanitation to report with criteria to define public health or 
environmental hazard for the purposes of requiring an immediate tow. 

7. RECEIVE and FILE the February 18, 2022 Board of Police Commissioners report, 
inasmuch as this report is for information only and no Council action is required.  

Fiscal Impact Statement:  The LADOT reports that there is no financial impact from this 
report. 

Community  Impact Statement:  Yes 
 
For: 
Studio City Neighborhood Council 
 
Summary: 
 



 

On March 1, 2022, your Committee considered February 23, 2022 LADOT and February 
18, 2022 Board of Police Commissioners reports relative to the current process for towing 
oversized vehicles in violation of posted signs.  According to the LADOT, in March 2020, 
in response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and effort to maintain public safety, 
the City declared a local emergency that included relaxed enforcement for parking 
violations.  In October 2020, as residents returned to the workplace, the LADOT resumed 
enforcement for all parking violations with the exception of towing vehicle dwellings as 
directed.   
 
Pursuant to Council direction, LADOT traffic officers suspended towing vehicles identified 
DV� YHKLFOH� GZHOOLQJV�� � /$'27� FXUUHQWO\� GHWHUPLQHV� D� ³YHKLFOH� GZHOOLQJ´� EDVHG� RQ� DQ�
RIILFHU¶V�REVHUYDWLRQ�RI�SHUVRQ�V��VOHHSLQJ�LQVLGH�D�YHKLFOH��RU�LWHms contained inside or 
on the vehicle that are not typically associated with ordinary vehicle use, such as a 
sleeping bag, bedroll, blanket, sheet, pillow, kitchen utensils, cookware, or cooking 
equipment.  This inclusive definition was helpful during the early stages of the pandemic 
to ensure vehicles used as dwellings were exempt from impound and the unhoused did 
not meet additional burdens during a health crisis.   
 
Over time, however, officers note that the definition is so broad that it captures vehicles 
that are clearly abandoned which have become a source of frustration and potential 
health hazards for people nearby.  To address this issue, the LADOT recommends 
revised citation and towing criteria that can better identify vehicles used as dwellings that 
warrant additional engagement and distinguish them from abandoned vehicles based on 
evidence of active living.  
 
To identify evidence of active living, an officer will observe a vehicle and note its condition 
and interior contents on multiple days to reveal whether there has been any change in 
WKH�YHKLFOH¶V�DSSHDUDQFH��VXFK�DV�ZKHWKHU� WKH�YHKLFOH¶V� ORFDWLRQ��H[WHULRU��RU�FRQWHQWV�
have changed.   A minimum of three visits and assessment of the vehicle must take place 
to determine whether the vehicle is beLQJ�DFWLYHO\�XVHG�DV�D�GZHOOLQJ��7KH�RIILFHU¶V�QRWHV�
and photos taken during these visits will be part of the evidence package prior to any 
enforcement.  Movement of the vehicle from its original location would negate any 
enforcement action, consistent witK�/$'27¶V�FXUUHQW�HQIRUFHPHQW�SROLF\�� � ,I�DQ�RIILFHU�
observes any vehicle occupants, he or she will report to the Unified Homelessness 
Response Center (UHRC) or Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) 
requesting engagement with the vehicle occupants.  If, during multiple visits, an officer 
does not observe any vehicle occupant; if the vehicle does not move from its original 
location; and if there is no evidence of active living, the officer will place a notice on the 
vehicle notifying the owner that failure to move their vehicle within 24 hours will result in 
citation and towing of the vehicle. This notice will also include information about service 
providers and resources available to persons experiencing homelessness.       
 
The LADOT is committed to ensuring the health and safety of our public streets and 
roadways while connecting unhoused Angelinos with critical support services. Vehicles 
that create traffic hazards, environmental or public health hazards, obstruct City services, 
and/or are inoperable or unregistered will be subject to citation and tow.  If a vehicle that 



 

shows evidence of active living meets any of these criteria, LADOT traffic officers will first 
seek willing compliance with the posted regulations and all applicable City ordinances. If 
an officer encounters an illegally-parked, occupied vehicle clearly used as a dwelling, he 
or she will first request that the vehicle occupant(s) move their vehicle and direct people 
to move to a location where they may legally park.  If the motorist refuses to move their 
vehicle, the officer will provide a report to UHRC and LAHSA staff.   
 
These homeless services partners will work with other relevant City Departments, such 
as the Bureau of Sanitation (BOS), and other homeless services agencies to respond to 
the location and offer supportive services.  If an officer cannot achieve compliance and 
notifies UHRC or LAHSA, LADOT will consider vehicles outlined below eligible for citation, 
relocation, or removal. Prioritizing these locations will help inform outreach to the 
unhoused community.  After further consideration and having provided an opportunity for 
public comment, the Committee moved to recommend approval of the recommendations 
contained in the LADOT report, as amended, and detailed in the above 
recommendations.  This matter is now submitted to Council for its consideration. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Transportation Committee 
 
 
 
 
  
COUNCILMEMBER VOTE 
BONIN: YES 
KORETZ: ABSENT 
BUSCAINO: YES 
    
ARL   
3/1/22 
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM 

 
Date:  February 23, 2022 
 
To:  Honorable City Council 

c/o City Clerk, Room 395 
Attention:  Honorable Mike Bonin, Chair, Transportation Committee 

  

From:  Seleta J. Reynolds, General Manager  
  Department of Transportation  

  
Subject: CITATION AND TOWING PROCESS FOR ABANDONED VEHICLES AND OVERSIZE 

VEHICLES IN VIOLATION OF POSTED SIGNS  
 
SUMMARY 
 
In response to Council File (CF) 21-0956, this report outlines the process for the removal of oversize and 
other vehicles parked in violation of posted signs and the recommended criteria for prioritization of 
their removal.  
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the City Council, subject to approval by the Mayor: 
 

1. APPROVE LADOT’s criteria for distinguishing between abandoned vehicles suitable for towing 
and vehicles used as dwellings that warrant additional engagement 

2. APPROVE LADOT’s criteria for prioritizing among oversized vehicles that are eligible for towing 
3. DIRECT the CAO Homelessness Coordinator to develop a process for officers from LADOT and 

LAPD to communicate referrals of outreach services for persons experiencing homelessness.  
 
BACKGROUND 

In March 2020, in response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and effort to maintain public 
safety, the City of Los Angeles (City) declared a local emergency that included relaxed enforcement for 
parking violations.  In October 2020, as residents returned to the workplace, LADOT resumed 
enforcement for all parking violations with the exception of towing vehicle dwellings as directed.  In the 
Department’s report to City Council (CF 20-0147-S7), LADOT reported back with a plan for handling 
these impounds.  

This report recommends processes to identify vehicle dwellings, a service-led approach for people living 
vehicles, and conditions for citation and towing of abandoned vehicles not in use. This report identifies 
potential locations for use as Safe Parking or Safe Storage of oversize vehicles.   

DISCUSSION 
 
Pursuant to Council direction, LADOT traffic officers suspended towing vehicles identified as vehicle 
dwellings.  LADOT currently determines a  “vehicle dwelling” based on an officer’s observation of a 
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person(s) sleeping inside a vehicle, or items contained inside or on the vehicle that are not typically 
associated with ordinary vehicle use, such as a sleeping bag, bedroll, blanket, sheet, pillow, kitchen 
utensils, cookware, or cooking equipment.  
 
This inclusive definition was helpful during the early stages of the pandemic to ensure vehicles used as 
dwellings were exempt from impound and the unhoused did not meet additional burdens during a 
health crisis.  Over time, however, officers note that the definition is so broad that it captures vehicles 
that are clearly abandoned which have become a source of frustration and potential health hazards for 
people nearby. 
 
To address this issue, LADOT recommends revised citation and towing criteria that can better identify 
vehicles used as dwellings that warrant additional engagement and distinguish them from abandoned 
vehicles based on evidence of active living. To identify evidence of active living, an officer will observe a 
vehicle and note its condition and interior contents on multiple days to reveal whether there has been 
any change in the vehicle’s appearance, such as whether the vehicle’s location, exterior, or contents 
have changed.  A minimum of three visits and assessment of the vehicle must take place to determine 
whether the vehicle is being actively used as a dwelling. The officer’s notes and photos taken during 
these visits will be part of the evidence package prior to any enforcement.  
 
Movement of the vehicle from its original location would negate any enforcement action, consistent 
with LADOT’s current enforcement policy.  If an officer observes any vehicle occupants, he or she will 
report to the Unified Homelessness Response Center (UHRC) or Los Angeles Homeless Services 
Authority (LAHSA) requesting engagement with the vehicle occupants. 
 
If, during multiple visits, an officer does not observe any vehicle occupant; if the vehicle does not move 
from its original location; and if there is no evidence of active living, the officer will place a notice on the 
vehicle notifying the owner that failure to move their vehicle within 24 hours will result in citation and 
towing of the vehicle. This notice will also include information about service providers and resources 
available to persons experiencing homelessness.     

 

Recommended criteria for areas that need to be subject to tow   
 
LADOT is committed to ensuring the health and safety of our public streets and roadways while 
connecting unhoused Angelenos with critical support services. Vehicles that create traffic hazards, 
environmental or public health hazards, obstruct City services, and/or are inoperable or unregistered 
will be subject to citation and tow. If a vehicle that shows evidence of active living meets any of these 
criteria, LADOT traffic officers will first seek willing compliance with the posted regulations and all 
applicable City ordinances. If an officer encounters an illegally-parked, occupied vehicle clearly used as a 
dwelling, he or she will first request that the vehicle occupant(s) move their vehicle and direct people to 
move to a location where they may legally park.  If the motorist refuses to move their vehicle, the officer 
will provide a report to UHRC and LAHSA staff.  These homeless services partners will work with other 
relevant City departments, such as the Bureau of Sanitation (LASAN), and other homeless services 
agencies to respond to the location and offer supportive services.  
 
If an officer cannot achieve compliance and notifies UHRC or LAHSA, LADOT will consider vehicles 
outlined below eligible for citation, relocation, or removal. Prioritizing these locations will help inform 
outreach to the unhoused community. 
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1. Vehicles that present a traffic safety hazard.  Traffic safety hazard violations include blocked 

traffic lanes, walkways, fire hydrants, driveways, anti-gridlock/peak hour zones, and stolen 

vehicles. These vehicles commonly fall within the Community Caretaking Exception as defined in 

California Vehicle Code (CVC) Section 22650, and shall be removed immediately.   

 

2. Vehicles that pose an environmental or public health hazard.   Vehicles that create an 

environmental or public health hazard through the repeated excess accumulation of trash, 

debris or discharge of biohazard waste as documented by three (3) or more service call 

responses from the Department of Sanitation to mitigate this hazard may be towed.  Similarly, 

vehicles that have been extensively destroyed, burned, or present a threat to environmentally 

sensitive habitats may be towed.  LADOT will provide sufficient notice of pending enforcement 

action in those instances when the vehicle’s owner is present, and LADOT will initiate and 

document engagement with homeless services providers prior to removal. 

 

3. Vehicles that interfere with public works projects or special events.  LADOT posts Temporary 

No Parking Tow Away signs to alert motorists of future construction activity, street resurfacing 

projects, or major public events such as parades, street fairs, marathon, etc., in which vehicles 

interfere with the ability to complete or safely conduct this activity. LADOT will cite and 

impound vehicles that remain on the street in violation of posted temporary signs.   

 

4. Inoperable vehicles. Vehicles that cannot be safely or reasonably operated, such as vehicles  

that are clearly disabled, missing engine, windshield, tires, or other components critical to 

operating a vehicle will be removed after an officer provides sufficient notice to the 

owner/occupant.   

 

5. Unregistered vehicles. Vehicles that are not registered may not lawfully operate on City streets 

and may be subject to tow following sufficient notice to the owner/occupant.   

 

Recommended criteria for prioritizing among oversized vehicles that are eligible for towing 
 
While oversized vehicles are sometimes used as vehicle dwellings on City streets, they can fall into one 
of the five categories above. The City has limited available space to store OVs and therefore must 
prioritize among OVs that are eligible for towing. Prioritizing towing based on the five categories above, 
following outreach, will ensure effective use of resources and limited storage space.  
 
Recommended procedures for coordinating with the Unified Homelessness Response Center and/or 
homeless service providers consistent with the Street Engagement Strategy 
 
LADOT currently notifies the UHRC and LAHSA on an ongoing basis locations for engagement with 
vehicle occupants to provide services.  Due to privacy concerns, LADOT does not receive confirmation of 
contact with the vehicle occupant(s).   
 
To ensure outreach is complete prior to vehicle towing, LADOT recommends that Council direct the City 
Administrative Office Homelessness Coordinator to create a system for handling referrals from LADOT to 
confirm contact. 
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Recommended locations suitable for safe parking and/or safe storage of oversized vehicles 
 

Identifying and developing temporary safe storage facilities for OVs could support OV owners who want  

to surrender their vehicle voluntarily and accept transitional housing opportunities.  If the City is 

successful in identifying a facility for the safe storage of vehicles, LAHSA representatives could 

encourage vehicle owners to surrender their vehicle voluntarily for safe storage at an approved facility.     

LADOT is responsible for City-owned parking lots and can recommend specific lots for oversized vehicle 

safe parking or safe storage based on current use and available space. Lots previously identified for 

affordable housing developments could be temporary sites. 

Additional City-owned spaces not under LADOT’s jurisdiction might be good candidates for temporary 
storage. A January 2022 report from the Los Angeles City Controller’s Office identified 26 City-owned 
properties for potential housing development (Council File 22-0045).  These locations, absent 
development potential, could be Safe Parking sites but require final determination of development 
feasibility. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

 

There is no financial impact from this report.  
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM 

 
Date:  February 23, 2022 
 
To:  Honorable City Council 

c/o City Clerk, Room 395 
Attention:  Honorable Mike Bonin, Chair, Transportation Committee 

  

From:  Seleta J. Reynolds, General Manager  
  Department of Transportation  

  
Subject: CITATION AND TOWING PROCESS FOR ABANDONED VEHICLES AND OVERSIZE 

VEHICLES IN VIOLATION OF POSTED SIGNS  
 
SUMMARY 
 
In response to Council File (CF) 21-0956, this report outlines the process for the removal of oversize and 
other vehicles parked in violation of posted signs and the recommended criteria for prioritization of 
their removal.  
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the City Council, subject to approval by the Mayor: 
 

1. APPROVE LADOT’s criteria for distinguishing between abandoned vehicles suitable for towing 
and vehicles used as dwellings that warrant additional engagement 

2. APPROVE LADOT’s criteria for prioritizing among oversized vehicles that are eligible for towing 
3. DIRECT the CAO Homelessness Coordinator to develop a process for officers from LADOT and 

LAPD to communicate referrals of outreach services for persons experiencing homelessness.  
 
BACKGROUND 

In March 2020, in response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and effort to maintain public 
safety, the City of Los Angeles (City) declared a local emergency that included relaxed enforcement for 
parking violations.  In October 2020, as residents returned to the workplace, LADOT resumed 
enforcement for all parking violations with the exception of towing vehicle dwellings as directed.  In the 
Department’s report to City Council (CF 20-0147-S7), LADOT reported back with a plan for handling 
these impounds.  

This report recommends processes to identify vehicle dwellings, a service-led approach for people living 
vehicles, and conditions for citation and towing of abandoned vehicles not in use. This report identifies 
potential locations for use as Safe Parking or Safe Storage of oversize vehicles.   

DISCUSSION 
 
Pursuant to Council direction, LADOT traffic officers suspended towing vehicles identified as vehicle 
dwellings.  LADOT currently determines a  “vehicle dwelling” based on an officer’s observation of a 
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person(s) sleeping inside a vehicle, or items contained inside or on the vehicle that are not typically 
associated with ordinary vehicle use, such as a sleeping bag, bedroll, blanket, sheet, pillow, kitchen 
utensils, cookware, or cooking equipment.  
 
This inclusive definition was helpful during the early stages of the pandemic to ensure vehicles used as 
dwellings were exempt from impound and the unhoused did not meet additional burdens during a 
health crisis.  Over time, however, officers note that the definition is so broad that it captures vehicles 
that are clearly abandoned which have become a source of frustration and potential health hazards for 
people nearby. 
 
To address this issue, LADOT recommends revised citation and towing criteria that can better identify 
vehicles used as dwellings that warrant additional engagement and distinguish them from abandoned 
vehicles based on evidence of active living. To identify evidence of active living, an officer will observe a 
vehicle and note its condition and interior contents on multiple days to reveal whether there has been 
any change in the vehicle’s appearance, such as whether the vehicle’s location, exterior, or contents 
have changed.  A minimum of three visits and assessment of the vehicle must take place to determine 
whether the vehicle is being actively used as a dwelling. The officer’s notes and photos taken during 
these visits will be part of the evidence package prior to any enforcement.  
 
Movement of the vehicle from its original location would negate any enforcement action, consistent 
with LADOT’s current enforcement policy.  If an officer observes any vehicle occupants, he or she will 
report to the Unified Homelessness Response Center (UHRC) or Los Angeles Homeless Services 
Authority (LAHSA) requesting engagement with the vehicle occupants. 
 
If, during multiple visits, an officer does not observe any vehicle occupant; if the vehicle does not move 
from its original location; and if there is no evidence of active living, the officer will place a notice on the 
vehicle notifying the owner that failure to move their vehicle within 24 hours will result in citation and 
towing of the vehicle. This notice will also include information about service providers and resources 
available to persons experiencing homelessness.     

 

Recommended criteria for areas that need to be subject to tow   
 
LADOT is committed to ensuring the health and safety of our public streets and roadways while 
connecting unhoused Angelenos with critical support services. Vehicles that create traffic hazards, 
environmental or public health hazards, obstruct City services, and/or are inoperable or unregistered 
will be subject to citation and tow. If a vehicle that shows evidence of active living meets any of these 
criteria, LADOT traffic officers will first seek willing compliance with the posted regulations and all 
applicable City ordinances. If an officer encounters an illegally-parked, occupied vehicle clearly used as a 
dwelling, he or she will first request that the vehicle occupant(s) move their vehicle and direct people to 
move to a location where they may legally park.  If the motorist refuses to move their vehicle, the officer 
will provide a report to UHRC and LAHSA staff.  These homeless services partners will work with other 
relevant City departments, such as the Bureau of Sanitation (LASAN), and other homeless services 
agencies to respond to the location and offer supportive services.  
 
If an officer cannot achieve compliance and notifies UHRC or LAHSA, LADOT will consider vehicles 
outlined below eligible for citation, relocation, or removal. Prioritizing these locations will help inform 
outreach to the unhoused community. 
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1. Vehicles that present a traffic safety hazard.  Traffic safety hazard violations include blocked 

traffic lanes, walkways, fire hydrants, driveways, anti-gridlock/peak hour zones, and stolen 

vehicles. These vehicles commonly fall within the Community Caretaking Exception as defined in 

California Vehicle Code (CVC) Section 22650, and shall be removed immediately.   

 

2. Vehicles that pose an environmental or public health hazard.   Vehicles that create an 

environmental or public health hazard through the repeated excess accumulation of trash, 

debris or discharge of biohazard waste as documented by three (3) or more service call 

responses from the Department of Sanitation to mitigate this hazard may be towed.  Similarly, 

vehicles that have been extensively destroyed, burned, or present a threat to environmentally 

sensitive habitats may be towed.  LADOT will provide sufficient notice of pending enforcement 

action in those instances when the vehicle’s owner is present, and LADOT will initiate and 

document engagement with homeless services providers prior to removal. 

 

3. Vehicles that interfere with public works projects or special events.  LADOT posts Temporary 

No Parking Tow Away signs to alert motorists of future construction activity, street resurfacing 

projects, or major public events such as parades, street fairs, marathon, etc., in which vehicles 

interfere with the ability to complete or safely conduct this activity. LADOT will cite and 

impound vehicles that remain on the street in violation of posted temporary signs.   

 

4. Inoperable vehicles. Vehicles that cannot be safely or reasonably operated, such as vehicles  

that are clearly disabled, missing engine, windshield, tires, or other components critical to 

operating a vehicle will be removed after an officer provides sufficient notice to the 

owner/occupant.   

 

5. Unregistered vehicles. Vehicles that are not registered may not lawfully operate on City streets 

and may be subject to tow following sufficient notice to the owner/occupant.   

 

Recommended criteria for prioritizing among oversized vehicles that are eligible for towing 
 
While oversized vehicles are sometimes used as vehicle dwellings on City streets, they can fall into one 
of the five categories above. The City has limited available space to store OVs and therefore must 
prioritize among OVs that are eligible for towing. Prioritizing towing based on the five categories above, 
following outreach, will ensure effective use of resources and limited storage space.  
 
Recommended procedures for coordinating with the Unified Homelessness Response Center and/or 
homeless service providers consistent with the Street Engagement Strategy 
 
LADOT currently notifies the UHRC and LAHSA on an ongoing basis locations for engagement with 
vehicle occupants to provide services.  Due to privacy concerns, LADOT does not receive confirmation of 
contact with the vehicle occupant(s).   
 
To ensure outreach is complete prior to vehicle towing, LADOT recommends that Council direct the City 
Administrative Office Homelessness Coordinator to create a system for handling referrals from LADOT to 
confirm contact. 
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Recommended locations suitable for safe parking and/or safe storage of oversized vehicles 
 

Identifying and developing temporary safe storage facilities for OVs could support OV owners who want  

to surrender their vehicle voluntarily and accept transitional housing opportunities.  If the City is 

successful in identifying a facility for the safe storage of vehicles, LAHSA representatives could 

encourage vehicle owners to surrender their vehicle voluntarily for safe storage at an approved facility.     

LADOT is responsible for City-owned parking lots and can recommend specific lots for oversized vehicle 

safe parking or safe storage based on current use and available space. Lots previously identified for 

affordable housing developments could be temporary sites. 

Additional City-owned spaces not under LADOT’s jurisdiction might be good candidates for temporary 
storage. A January 2022 report from the Los Angeles City Controller’s Office identified 26 City-owned 
properties for potential housing development (Council File 22-0045).  These locations, absent 
development potential, could be Safe Parking sites but require final determination of development 
feasibility. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

 

There is no financial impact from this report.  
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REPORT FROM

OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

Date: CAO File No. 0220-05151-0343 

Council File No. 21-0956 
Council District: All 

To: The City Council 

From: Matthew W. Szabo, City Administrative Officer 

Reference: C.F. 21-0956

Subject: REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CITYWIDE VEHICLE DWELLING 
OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT PROTOCOLS 

SUMMARY 

In April 2022, the City Council approved the City’s Department of Transportation’s (LADOT’s) 
updated prioritization process for citing and towing abandoned and oversized vehicles (C.F. 21-
0956). The Council also instructed LADOT to immediately resume parking enforcement for 
oversized vehicles being used as dwellings by people experiencing homelessness (PEH). Further, 
the Council directed the CAO to develop a plan to initiate outreach and offer services to PEH found 
to be dwelling in oversized vehicles. After parking enforcement resumed in May, however, Council 
offices began requesting the CAO’s outreach team to coordinate oversized vehicle outreach 
operations prior to the release of this report. As a result, the CAO consulted with Council offices, 
the Mayor’s office, the City Attorney’s office, and key departmental leadership about the need to 
pilot operations across the City and to use lessons learned from those operations to shape the final 
recommendations to Council. Accordingly, the CAO spearheaded an inter-departmental pilot 
program for oversized vehicle dwelling outreach and developed protocols, which are described in 
more detail below. Prior to this pilot, there were no pre-existing policies or protocols in place. The 
CAO believes these protocols should apply to the management of all vehicle dwelling engagements 
in the City, and not just oversized vehicles. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the City Council, subject to approval by the Mayor: 

1. APPROVE the CAO’s proposed citywide vehicle dwelling outreach and engagement
protocols for all vehicle types.

2. DIRECT the CAO to report back to the City Council on a quarterly basis with performance
and outcome data related to the implementation of the citywide vehicle dwelling protocols.

September 15, 2022
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3. INSTRUCT the directors and general managers of the Bureau of Sanitation (LASAN), Los 
Angeles Police Department (LAPD), LADOT, StreetsLA, other relevant City departments, 
and the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) to coordinate all oversized 
vehicle dwelling operations through the citywide outreach team in the CAO’s office. 
 

4. INSTRUCT the CAO, including the City Homelessness Coordinator and the citywide 
outreach team, with the support of the Mayor’s office, Council offices, the City’s Unified 
Homelessness Response Center (UHRC), LASAN, LAPD, LADOT, StreetsLA, other 
relevant City departments, and LAHSA, to collect data and metrics on oversized vehicle 
dwelling outreach and parking enforcement efforts and report back to the Council quarterly. 
Data collected should include information on the location, the number of suspected and/or 
confirmed vehicles being used as dwellings, the number of persons experiencing 
homelessness in these oversized vehicles, potential California Vehicle Code and Municipal 
Code violations, outreach contacts, service referrals, housing or other placements, refusals, 
and more. 
 

5. INSTRUCT the CAO to identify funding for dedicated resources, such as increased staff 
capacity, equipment, including vehicles, yard or shop space for LASAN’s Watershed 
Protection Division, as well as for the CAO, LADOT, LAPD, and other relevant departments, 
to assure these City departments can adequately respond to operational needs and report 
back to Council with funding options and a timeline for securing and deploying these 
additional resources. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
On April 6, 2022, the City Council directed LADOT to adopt an updated prioritization process for 
citing and towing abandoned and oversized vehicles. The City Council also directed LADOT to 
immediately resume parking enforcement for vehicles used as dwellings found to be in violation of 
any of the following categories: 
 

 Vehicles that pose a traffic safety hazard; 

 Vehicles that pose a public health or environmental hazard; 

 Vehicles that interfere with public works projects or special events; 

 Inoperable vehicles; and 

 Unregistered vehicles. 
 
Council further instructed LADOT to resume enforcement of all posted parking regulations 
beginning on May 15, 2022. 
 
In addition to LADOT’s report back, the Council instructed the CAO’s City Homelessness 
Coordinator to report back on a plan and process to initiate outreach and offer services to occupants 
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of vehicles used for dwelling prior to a vehicle being towed.1 The purpose of this report is to respond 
to Council’s request, and recommend citywide oversized vehicle outreach and engagement 
protocols, as well as a strategy for implementing the protocols. 
 
Since May 2022, the CAO’s outreach team has led and/or helped to coordinate a total of eight 
large-scale oversized vehicle outreach operations, in four Council Districts. Additionally, at least 
one Council office opted to approach addressing oversized vehicles one-by-one at specific 
locations in their district, without a large operation. The CAO’s outreach team learned important 
lessons from these operations. Importantly, the CAO found the current system lacked a centralized 
coordinating entity; experienced bottlenecks at key points in the referral process; was redundant in 
several places; and led to more questions than were able to be answered. Therefore, the CAO 
worked with all relevant City departments, including and especially LADOT, LASAN, and LAPD, 
along with the City Attorney’s office and LAHSA, to develop protocols for streamlining the process 
for identifying and addressing oversized vehicle dwellings in the City. 
 
PROPOSED CITYWIDE OVERSIZED VEHICLE DWELLING OUTREACH PROTOCOLS 
 
The primary objectives of the CAO’s coordinated oversized vehicle dwelling operations are to offer 
services and resources to PEH, including housing or shelter where and when available, and to 
address public health, safety, traffic, and welfare hazards associated with vehicle dwellings and 
abandoned vehicles. The CAO’s outreach operations operate on a referral basis, and contemplate 
the following protocols: (1) homeless outreach and services, (2) addressing debris and hazardous 
conditions, (3) investigating any ancillary criminal activity, (4) providing advance notice of parking 
enforcement and impoundment, and (5) impounding vehicle dwellings and abandoned vehicles. 
 
Following the CAO’s protocols for initiating outreach and offering services to PEH is optional for 
City Council, the Mayor, and City departments. Council offices, which play a critical and lead role 
in allocating and directing resources and operations in their respective districts, as well as the 
Mayor’s office, can choose not to follow them. Additionally, LADOT and LAPD can impound 
oversized and other vehicles outside the CAO’s planned operations. 
 
The proposed protocols are intended to be used as guidelines, and do not create any legal, policy, 
or other obligations on the part of the City, a City department, or any partner entity supporting or 
participating in these operations. 
  

                                            
1 Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) section 85.02 [Regulating the Use of Vehicles as Dwellings] was not renewed 
by Council and expired on January 1, 2020. Any enforcement of vehicle dwellings referenced in this report 
contemplates other enforcement provisions of the California Vehicle Code, LAMC, or other applicable laws or policies. 
Additionally, the discussion and recommendations contained in this report do not preclude or prejudice the City’s ability 
to reenact or amend LAMC Section 85.02. 
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The CAO recommends the following protocols:  
 
Referrals 
 

 All oversized vehicle dwelling referrals should be made to the CAO’s citywide outreach team. 
Referrals can come from any number of sources, including from Council offices, the Mayor’s 
office, City departments, LAHSA, other nonprofit service providers, elected officials, 
agencies, or departmental personnel from outside of the City (e.g., federal, state, or county 
government, or the school district). In all cases when the CAO receives a referral, the 
Regional Outreach Coordinator and/or Director of Homeless Outreach will ensure all 
partners are made aware of the information and/or request, if they are not already.2 As a 
part of this process, it is envisioned that referrals from the public should continue to go 
through LADOT via MyLA311 or the respective Council office. 

 

 After receiving a referral, the assigned Regional Outreach Coordinator (ROC) will gather 
additional information on the location, including the number of oversized and other vehicles, 
the number of PEH, pictures of the vehicles if a preliminary site visit is possible, potential 
vehicle violations, whether outreach has been ongoing at the location, and any other relevant 
information from LAHSA, City departments, and other partners. 

 
Operational planning 
 

 When needed, the CAO’s citywide outreach team will immediately convene a working group 
comprising representatives of the impacted Council office(s) and/or Mayor’s office, the 
UHRC, Los Angeles Police Commission, Commission Investigation Division (CID) LAPD, 
LADOT, LASAN, and others, like the Chief Legislative Analyst’s office (CLA), to discuss and 
begin planning operations for the targeted location(s). 

 

 LADOT will post signs when necessary or required to do so in advance of an impoundment 
operation.3 

 

 ROCs will confirm with CID that capacity and storage for oversized vehicles will be available 
for the operation at the earliest opportunity, knowing that capacity fluctuates and that the 
towing and storage capacity may differ on the actual day of the operation. 

 
  

                                            
2 In order to effectuate and streamline the referral process, the CAO created a centralized email for the outreach 

team. 
 
3 While advance notice is required with every impound involving an illegally-parked vehicle, the posting of signs is not 

necessarily required in every impoundment operation. Posting of signs is required only to the extent the statutory 
basis to which LADOT is relying on requires it. 



 

CAO File No. PAGE 

0220-05151-0343 5 

 
 

Coordination of homeless outreach and engagement activities 
 

 After the initial working group meeting, the ROC will ensure that the outreach teams, whether 
from LAHSA and/or contracted service providers, begin deploying to the location, engaging 
with the PEH, and gathering pertinent information. Additionally, the ROC will do as follows: 

 
o Outreach will conduct their first engagement with the PEH within five days of receiving 

a request from the City, and outreach teams will make best efforts to complete at 
least three separate engagements on different days for each dwelling, prior to and/or 
on “choice day” or day of impoundment. 

o The designated outreach lead will complete an outreach form that captures the days 
of engagement and services offered at the time of engagement. This form will be 
provided to the ROC, who will make completed forms available to Council offices 
and/or the Mayor’s office. The ROC may provide a redacted form or brief summary 
to City departments and partners from outside of the City. 

o The ROC will attempt to coordinate outreach for abandoned vehicles even where 
there are no occupants or evidence of active living or use prior to impoundment. 

 

 If a vehicle presents an immediate public safety concern or public health hazard, then the 
appropriate City department may take immediate action, up to and including immediately 
impounding the offending vehicle. In this instance, there may not be time to conduct outreach 
consistent with the timeline and guidelines as described above. 

 

 Next, the ROC will request LASAN’s Watershed Protection Division4 and/or Livability 
Services Division5 to go to the priority location to assess the RVs/vehicles for any public 
health hazards and/or environmental health hazards that may have a negative impact to the 
general public or the public right of way. If Environmental Compliance Inspectors from the 
Watershed Protection Division issue any citations, officers will subsequently return to the 
location as available to conduct additional enforcement activities as needed. 

 

 As LASAN conducts their health or environmental hazards assessment, the ROC will 
request that LADOT conduct a parking and safety assessment of the priority location. Prior 

                                            
4 Enforcement of the City of LA's Stormwater and Urban Runoff Pollution Control ordinance (LAMC 64.70) is an integral 
part of protecting LA’s watersheds. Watershed Protection Program environmental compliance inspectors enforce local, 
state, and federal laws, investigate environmental crimes and refer cases to the Los Angeles City Attorney’s office for 
evaluation and possible prosecution. 
 
5 LASAN officially formed the Livability Services Division (LSD) in June 2019. LSD is a consolidation of multiple 
programs developed in 2015 by Mayor Garcetti’s Executive Directive 8: Clean Streets Initiative. These programs 
include: the CleanStat Street Indexing System, Citywide Receptacle Collection program, and citywide collection of 
Illegal Dumping. Additionally, LSD added to its portfolio the newly created Mobile Hygiene Unit program and also a 
revamped homeless encampment clean-up service under the Comprehensive Cleaning and Rapid Engagement 
(CARE and CARE+) program model. 
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to deploying any field staff, LADOT will confirm whether any citations have been previously 
issued to any individuals living at the location. Additionally, LAPD will confirm whether there 
have been any calls for service, crimes of violence, or other incidents at the location to 
ensure everyone’s safety. LADOT will then go to the location and begin issuing citations for 
any vehicle violations. Citations shall be issued prior to the “choice day” or day of 
impoundment. If there is a report that a PEH residing in an RV or vehicle at the location is 
possibly engaging in criminal activity, the ROC will request that LAPD co-deploy to the 
location along with LADOT.  
 

● On the “choice day” or day of impoundment, LADOT parking enforcement officers on scene 
shall make the final determination, based on the totality of circumstances, on whether there 
is a statutory and constitutional legal basis to authorize impoundment of the subject vehicle. 
In addition to personal assessments made on scene, LADOT shall also consider prior 
working group assessments in determining whether there is a statutory and constitutional 
legal basis to impound the vehicle. If the LADOT parking enforcement officer on scene 
determines that there is a lawful basis to impound the subject vehicle, LADOT shall authorize 
the immediate impoundment of the subject vehicle. LADOT parking enforcement officers on 
scene shall make the final determination within 15 minutes of assessing the subject vehicle 
or as soon as reasonably possible. 

 
Day of the operation 
 

 Day of operational steps consist of the following, as needed: 
 

o ROC will be on site if available and confirm the operational plan. 
o LADOT confirms the traffic officers are on scene to determine the statutory and 

constitutional legal basis to tow a vehicle. 
o LAPD officers confirm their presence to ensure the safety of all staff.  
o LASAN Livability Services Division confirms their presence to address any personal 

property or debris in the public right of way. 
o LASAN Watershed Protection Division will confirm their presence (if needed) to 

ensure any vehicle being towed is able to be towed without creating a public health 
or environmental health hazard. 

o CARE+ aligns with the operation date. 
o LADOT confirms advance notice has been issued, as required. 
o Outreach partners – LAHSA and/or local service providers – will confirm their 

presence and will engage with PEH before and during the operation, continuing to 
offer them resources, including housing or shelter referrals if available. 

o ROCs will reconfirm with CID that capacity and storage for oversized vehicles will be 
available and ready to be deployed. 

o Confirm the presence of, and support from, other relevant partners, such as 
StreetsLA, Bureau of Street Lighting, Recreation and Parks Department, LA County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority, California Department of Transportation. 



 

CAO File No. PAGE 

0220-05151-0343 7 

 
 

Follow-up / after-action debriefing 
 

 Once an operation has concluded, the ROCs will debrief all partners and discuss lessons 
learned. The ROC may also provide a report back to the relevant Council office with key 
performance indicators from, and outcomes of, the operation, including from all involved City 
departments and partners where and when available. 

 

 ROCs will continue convening operational meetings with all partners. Once all assessments 
and outreach engagements have been completed, the appropriate City department (i.e., 
LADOT, LAPD, or LASAN Watershed Protection Division or Livability Services Division, 
along with attorneys from the office of the City Attorney), will continue to support outreach, 
engagement, and/or parking enforcement operations at target locations as necessary and 
appropriate to do so. 

 
ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
During the CAO led or supported coordination meetings, teams encountered many situations in 
which the individual residing in the RV or oversized vehicle was not the vehicle’s registered owner, 
or could not verify if the owner wanted to relinquish their RV/vehicle. Given the current process for 
LADOT and LAPD, there is a need to create and have a standard waiver form that PEH can sign 
when they want to relinquish their RV/vehicle/trailers, etc. Therefore, the CAO recommends the 
following: 
 

1. REQUEST the City Attorney, working with the CAO, LAPD, LADOT, and other departments 
as necessary, draft a waiver form for an individual to relinquish their vehicle to the City. 

 
Through these coordination efforts, partners have raised concerns about vehicle storage and 
towing capacity. Currently, these operations rely on the Official Police Garage (OPG) to tow and 
store the towed or impounded RVs or other oversized vehicles. It would be important to look into 
other locations that can be utilized as storage and expedite the process for them to be an approved 
City Contractor.  
 

2. INSTRUCT the LAPD, working with the General Services Department, the City Planning 
Department, and the CAO, and with the support of the Mayor’s office and City Attorney’s 
office, identify and report back on publicly- and privately-owned land that can potentially be 
utilized as temporary storage for impounded, unclaimed, or salvaged oversized vehicles, 
and, consistent with Council’s direction in C.F. 21-1468, identify and report on possible 
zoning regulations that at present restrict or prohibit land to be used for storage or unclaimed 
or salvaged vehicles. 

 
It became apparent during the pilot operations that challenges with City department staffing and 
capacity posed a significant challenge to continued and increased operations across the City. 
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Numerous operations were planned simultaneously across the City thus, creating challenges for 
departments, and in particular LASAN and its Watershed Protection Division, LAPD, and LADOT. 
 

3. DIRECT the general managers of LASAN, LAPD, and LADOT to report back to Council 
within 30 days on their respective department’s staffing capacity and staffing needs, 
including equipment, vehicles, and yard or shop space, in order to allow their personnel to 
specifically support oversized vehicle operations citywide. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
There will be a future potential impact to the General Fund as a result of the recommendations in 
this report. 
 
FINANCIAL POLICIES STATEMENT 
 
The recommendations in this report comply with the City Financial Policies in that budgeted funds 
are being used to fund recommended actions. 
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John Ly <johnkly@gmail.com>

TOW CARS and RVS FROM BALLONA WETLANDS and MARSH

Adriana Cascarano <info@sg.actionnetwork.org> Thu, Sep 1, 2022 at 11:38 PM
Reply-To: cascapdr@gmail.com
To: johnkly@gmail.com

DOT Commissioner John Ly,

To Mayor Garcetti, CAO Szabo, Transportation GM Llanos, Sanitation Dir Romero, LAPD Chief

Moore and Councilman Bonin,

I am reaching out to ask that Mayor Garcetti, CAO Szabo, Transportation GM Llanos, Sanitation

Dir Romero, LAPD Chief Moore and Councilman Bonin collaborate with the Sheriff's HOST

Team, LAHSA, DOT, LASAN, LAPD to clear the vehicle dwellings (Cars and RVs) from Ballona

Wetlands Ecological Reserve & Marsh and return these "environmentally sensitive habitats" to

safe public use.

Sheriff Villanueva shares our grave concern over the many Cars and RVs parked by the Ballona

Wetlands & Marsh.

City Council made "environmentally sensitive habitats" a priority for parking enforcement.

Councilman Bonin REFUSES to support parking enforcement here. His negligent behavior is

endangering the habitat & surrounding residents.

The City claims there is nowhere to tow the RVs. However, there is space to tow the cars. At

minimum, I am asking the City to tow the cars immediately.

The vehicle dwellers are destroying the Ballona Wetlands & Marsh. They are defecating,

urinating, dumping septic tanks, disposing of hypodermic needles in these environmentally

sensitive habitats. Stolen vehicles, bike chop shops and a meth lab exist here. The dwellers

have assaulted residents. Others have been shot at. Per LAPD Report (5/9/22) ,the dwellers

have caused a 266% increase in crime! Of the 49 most dangerous hot spots in the City, the

Ballona Wetlands & Marsh are the ONLY "environmentally sensitive habitats".

The dwellers were responsible for a 5 acre fire last year. There have been several more in the

past month. Santa Anas will blow a wild fire onto the adjoining Gas Company and ignite their gas

tanks causing a major explosion. Thousands of residents would be affected and possibly killed.

Endangered species inhabit this area. It is vital that these areas are preserved.

LA is park poor. There is very little urban green space available in our city. Many children from

disadvantaged communities can no longer visit these habitats and their tours have been

cancelled. Ancient burial grounds of the Gabrielino Kizh Nation Native American Indians' are

Gmail - TOW CARS and RVS FROM BALLONA WETLANDS and... https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=f098097b02&view=pt&search=a...

1 of 2 10/6/2022, 11:10 AM



being desecrated. Environmental justice for these marginalized populations is not being fulfilled

and our neighbors are being discriminated against. It is imperative that these areas are

preserved.

Please make these habitats a priority and coordinate efforts with Sheriff’s Host Team, LAHSA,

DOT, LASAN, LAPD to enforce the parking laws.

Adriana Cascarano

cascapdr@gmail.com

6300 vista del mar

Playa del rey, Kansas Ca 90293
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EXHIBIT I 



LOCATION RD CDATE C_TIME DISP DATE TIME CALL CALL TYPE UNIT CD ARVD DISPO DISPO TYPE AREA

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 01/03/2021 15:58 01/03/2021 16:03 5101 CAR 1K116 2 17:21 OCCSY OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV YES 14

CULVER BL / NICHOLSON ST 1462 01/07/2021 09:25 01/07/2021 09:26 415M MAN 14A73 3 09:27 ADVSN ADVISED SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / NICHOLSON ST 1462 01/31/2021 11:33 01/31/2021 11:42 415G GRP 14A73 0 15:19 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

NICHOLSON ST / CULVER BL 1462 02/01/2021 11:07 02/01/2021 11:09 415M MAN 14A13 3 11:11 CAN CANCEL 14

CULVER BL / NICHOLSON ST 1462 02/07/2021 13:55 02/07/2021 13:57 415M MAN 14A45 3 14:01 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 02/12/2021 08:51 02/12/2021 08:52 415M MAN 14A25 3 08:55 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / NICHOLSON ST 1462 02/13/2021 16:12 02/13/2021 16:13 415M MAN 14A67 3 16:20 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 02/14/2021 02:11 02/14/2021 02:12 9032 HAZARD 14A45 2 02:34 CTR CALL TRANSFERRED 14

W JEFFERSON BL / CULVER BL 1462 02/16/2021 18:51 02/16/2021 18:54 904A AMB 27T59 3 19:08 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 27

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 02/27/2021 16:59 02/27/2021 17:00 415W WOMAN 14A46 3 17:04 CAN CANCEL 14

13301 W JEFFERSON BL 1462 03/14/2021 03:56 03/14/2021 04:19 415G GRP 14A13 0 05:35 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / CULVER BL 1462 03/14/2021 20:02 03/14/2021 20:03 415M MAN 14A27 3 20:07 CAN CANCEL 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 03/26/2021 21:40 03/26/2021 21:42 9032 HAZARD 14A45 2 21:48 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 03/27/2021 15:47 03/27/2021 16:42 9212 TRESPASS SUSP 14A76 0 17:05 WRNSN WARNED SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / CULVER BL 1462 04/07/2021 17:28 04/07/2021 17:29 415M8W MAN ASSLTG WMN 14A26 3 17:35 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / NICHOLSON ST 1462 04/11/2021 21:59 04/11/2021 22:00 9032 HAZARD 14A73 2 22:02 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 04/16/2021 08:58 04/16/2021 09:01 242A AMB 14A25 2 09:10 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 04/16/2021 17:46 04/16/2021 17:51 918VF VIOLENT FEM 14A28 2 18:10 NMISY NO INDICATION MENTAL ILL SUPV YES 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 04/19/2021 17:30 04/19/2021 17:33 415M MAN 14A76 0 17:59 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 04/21/2021 20:17 04/21/2021 20:18 415M MAN 14A27 3 20:18 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / CULVER BL 1462 04/24/2021 10:58 04/24/2021 12:36 415M MAN 14A58 0 12:38 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 04/26/2021 05:49 04/26/2021 05:52 904A AMB 14X19 3 05:58 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 27

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 04/28/2021 16:16 04/28/2021 16:18 9282 ADULT 14A67 2 16:24 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 04/30/2021 09:23 04/30/2021 09:24 415M MAN 14A45 3 09:30 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 04/30/2021 10:17 04/30/2021 10:18 415M MAN 14A45 3 10:20 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 05/05/2021 17:19 05/05/2021 17:20 245SN SUSP NOW 14A46 3 17:27 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / CULVER BL 1462 05/08/2021 14:27 05/08/2021 14:29 904A AMB 14A73 3 14:37 OCC OFCR COMPLETED CALL 27

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 05/11/2021 14:43 05/11/2021 14:49 245S SUSP 14A45 2 15:04 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 05/13/2021 17:38 05/13/2021 17:39 594SN SUSP NOW 14A46 2 19:44 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 05/20/2021 20:58 05/20/2021 20:58 242J J/O 14A45 2 21:52 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / BLUFF CREEK DR 1462 05/23/2021 01:25 05/23/2021 01:28 904A AMB 27T33 3 01:46 REFSN REFERRED SUPV NO 27

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 05/28/2021 19:21 05/28/2021 19:33 390GV GRP IN VEH 14A45 2 19:56 OCC OFCR COMPLETED CALL 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 05/31/2021 17:56 05/31/2021 18:04 415G GRP 14A67 0 18:04 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

NICHOLSON ST / CULVER BL 1462 06/19/2021 20:52 06/19/2021 20:53 9041 T/C 27T31 2 20:56 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 27

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 06/21/2021 14:00 06/21/2021 14:01 900Q UNKNOWN TROUBLE BUS 14A27 3 14:04 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 06/22/2021 04:07 06/22/2021 04:08 9043 CPI 14A45 2 04:17 RPT REPORT 27

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 06/25/2021 18:22 06/25/2021 18:26 415MP6 MAN POSS KNIFE 14A11 2 18:34 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 06/27/2021 14:13 06/27/2021 14:18 9212 TRESPASS SUSP 14A58 0 15:26 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 07/03/2021 16:14 07/03/2021 16:18 907A2 AMB O/D 14A28 2 16:20 NMISN NO INDICATION MENTAL ILL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 07/07/2021 13:31 07/07/2021 13:41 314M MAN 14A28 2 13:45 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 07/21/2021 18:51 07/21/2021 18:58 904A AMB 14A12 3 19:02 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 27

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 07/22/2021 12:27 07/22/2021 12:28 314M MAN 14A11 2 12:58 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 07/26/2021 14:44 07/26/2021 14:45 245SN SUSP NOW 14A49 3 14:50 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 07/29/2021 23:02 07/29/2021 23:04 246H HEARD ONLY 14A13 2 23:07 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 08/02/2021 22:06 08/02/2021 22:07 415M MAN 14A45 3 22:12 CAN CANCEL 14

NICHOLSON ST / CULVER BL 1462 08/10/2021 19:34 08/10/2021 19:39 9043 CPI 14A12 2 19:39 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 27

CULVER BL / NICHOLSON ST 1462 08/11/2021 06:17 08/11/2021 06:56 9045 H & R MISD 14A45 0 CPR CANCELLED  BY PR 14

W JEFFERSON BL / CULVER BL 1462 08/15/2021 03:09 08/15/2021 03:09 242DS DOM VIOL SUSP 14A45 2 03:20 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / NICHOLSON ST 1462 08/15/2021 14:08 08/15/2021 14:09 9043 CPI 27TL21 2 14:34 ADVSN ADVISED SUPV NO 27

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 08/16/2021 07:22 08/16/2021 07:28 9043 CPI 27TL29 2 07:46 RPTSN REPORT SUPV NO 27

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 08/17/2021 13:04 08/17/2021 13:06 415M8W MAN ASSLTG WMN 14A45 3 13:10 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / CULVER BL 1462 08/18/2021 05:50 08/18/2021 05:54 245AF AMB SHOTS FIRED 14A45 3 OCCSY OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV YES 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 08/18/2021 05:48 08/18/2021 05:54 246H HEARD ONLY 14A45 2 OCCSY OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV YES 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 08/19/2021 23:03 08/20/2021 00:01 620M MAN/WMN 14A69 0 00:41 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 08/20/2021 17:01 08/20/2021 17:02 415M MAN 14A12 3 17:10 HOMSN HOLD MENTAL ILLNESS SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 08/22/2021 14:30 08/22/2021 14:35 447PS POSS SUSP 14A45 2 14:39 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 08/24/2021 11:10 08/24/2021 11:12 415M MAN 14Z1 3 11:19 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 08/24/2021 11:16 08/24/2021 11:16 415M MAN 14Z1 3 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / NICHOLSON ST 1462 08/30/2021 00:08 08/30/2021 00:12 9032 HAZARD 14A45 2 00:57 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 08/31/2021 04:58 08/31/2021 04:59 907A2 AMB O/D 14A45 2 05:10 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / NICHOLSON ST 1462 09/05/2021 14:15 09/05/2021 14:18 447S SUSP 14A28 3 14:29 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 09/08/2021 20:49 09/08/2021 20:52 904A AMB 27T35 3 21:11 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 27

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 09/10/2021 08:59 09/10/2021 09:00 415W WOMAN 14A67 3 09:00 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 09/16/2021 07:15 09/16/2021 07:16 415W WOMAN 14A73 2 07:20 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 09/18/2021 07:10 09/18/2021 07:11 415W WOMAN 14A45 0 07:54 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 09/18/2021 19:25 09/18/2021 19:26 415M MAN 14A45 3 19:36 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 09/23/2021 08:44 09/23/2021 08:49 415M MAN 14A25 2 08:53 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 09/24/2021 06:55 09/24/2021 06:58 415M MAN 14A45 2 07:27 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 09/25/2021 23:30 09/25/2021 23:49 921C COMPLAINT 14A45 0 01:00 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 09/27/2021 15:20 09/27/2021 15:30 9032 HAZARD 14A58 2 16:00 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 09/27/2021 19:39 09/27/2021 19:50 9043 CPI 27Q15 2 19:54 CORSS CORS SUPERVISOR NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 10/08/2021 18:56 10/08/2021 19:02 415M MAN 14X16 3 19:02 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / CULVER BL 1462 10/09/2021 21:55 10/09/2021 21:56 503P3S POSS GTA SUSP 14A45 2 22:16 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 10/14/2021 16:13 10/14/2021 16:28 9032 HAZARD 14A56 2 17:31 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 10/16/2021 12:01 10/16/2021 12:02 415W WOMAN 14A73 3 12:06 NMISN NO INDICATION MENTAL ILL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 10/18/2021 14:14 10/18/2021 16:05 5031 STOLEN 14A12 0 17:00 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 10/18/2021 22:39 10/18/2021 23:05 390MV MAN IN VEH 14A67 0 23:09 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 10/21/2021 17:12 10/21/2021 17:13 245S SUSP 14X16 2 17:58 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / CULVER BL 1462 10/23/2021 05:18 10/23/2021 05:20 904AO AMB OVERTURNED VEH 27TL29 3 05:25 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 27

W JEFFERSON BL / CULVER BL 1462 10/25/2021 15:07 10/25/2021 15:09 907AO AMB OTHER 27TL48 2 15:16 CORSS CORS SUPERVISOR NO 27

W JEFFERSON BL / CULVER BL 1462 10/31/2021 09:50 10/31/2021 11:36 5036 R/O STNDG BY REC VEH 14A45 0 12:39 RPTSN REPORT SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 11/01/2021 08:01 11/01/2021 08:09 9049 REFUSING ID 14A13 0 08:23 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 11/01/2021 10:18 11/01/2021 11:05 9049 REFUSING ID 14A49 0 11:19 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 11/05/2021 15:41 11/05/2021 15:43 415M MAN 14A13 3 15:57 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 11/07/2021 02:04 11/07/2021 02:07 246H HEARD ONLY 14A27 2 02:22 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 11/08/2021 18:18 11/08/2021 18:26 9032 HAZARD 14A11 2 18:27 OCC OFCR COMPLETED CALL 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 11/09/2021 15:32 11/09/2021 15:34 900 UNKNOWN TROUBLE 14X19 3 15:39 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 11/15/2021 12:08 11/15/2021 12:10 415M MAN 14A49 3 12:25 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 11/15/2021 13:57 11/15/2021 14:12 929M MAN 14A12 0 14:20 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 11/16/2021 02:20 11/16/2021 02:23 415W WOMAN 14A11 3 02:27 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / CULVER BL 1462 11/16/2021 17:23 11/16/2021 17:28 415M MAN 14X16 0 21:18 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 11/17/2021 12:11 11/17/2021 12:12 415M MAN 14A11 2 12:25 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / NICHOLSON ST 1462 11/20/2021 22:17 11/20/2021 22:18 415M MAN 14X16 2 22:26 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / CULVER BL 1462 11/24/2021 13:31 11/24/2021 16:52 415G GRP 14A45 0 22:07 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 11/25/2021 12:18 11/25/2021 12:19 5102 M/C 14A58 2 12:32 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 11/25/2021 22:26 11/25/2021 22:28 245AK AMB CUTTING 14A45 3 22:30 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 12/02/2021 10:33 12/02/2021 10:34 245PSN POSS SUSP NOW 14A45 3 10:39 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 12/02/2021 13:09 12/02/2021 13:13 245PSN POSS SUSP NOW 14A27 2 13:18 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 12/06/2021 16:16 12/06/2021 16:46 415G GRP 14A76 0 16:55 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

CULVER BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 12/11/2021 10:32 12/11/2021 10:32 904A AMB 27TL29 3 10:49 OCC OFCR COMPLETED CALL 27

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 12/13/2021 11:30 12/13/2021 12:00 594SN SUSP NOW 14A11 2 12:29 GOASN GONE ON ARRIVAL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 12/13/2021 14:17 12/13/2021 14:25 245J J/O 14A28 2 14:25 RPTSN REPORT SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 12/16/2021 18:07 12/16/2021 18:07 415M MAN 14A67 3 18:10 ADVSN ADVISED SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / CULVER BL 1462 12/16/2021 21:34 12/16/2021 21:37 904A AMB 14A49 3 21:42 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 27

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 12/16/2021 22:48 12/16/2021 22:54 918M MALE 14L60 2 23:06 NMISY NO INDICATION MENTAL ILL SUPV YES 14

LINCOLN BL / W JEFFERSON BL 1462 12/18/2021 17:58 12/18/2021 17:59 415M MAN 14A25 2 18:03 CAN CANCEL 14

NICHOLSON ST / CULVER BL 1462 12/18/2021 18:40 12/18/2021 19:15 9032 HAZARD 14A56 2 19:54 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / CULVER BL 1462 12/21/2021 18:34 12/21/2021 18:35 7203 FD 14A28 2 18:47 OCCSN OFCR COMPLETED CALL SUPV NO 14

W JEFFERSON BL / LINCOLN BL 1462 12/24/2021 14:35 12/24/2021 14:52 9282 ADULT 14A13 2 15:07 RPTSN REPORT SUPV NO 14
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PLAYA DEL REY -The Los Angeles Fire Department responded to an RV fire at the Ballona

Wetlands Wednesday night.

A call came in at 8:54 p.m. at 137000 Jefferson Boulevard for the vehicle fire. 

Crews were able to put the fire out almost immediately. 

This is the second fire in the area in less than a month. On June 18,  a brushfire consumed

more than three acres of vegetation after a vehicle fire was unable to be contained in time. 

LAFD repsonds to RV Fire at Ballona Wetlands | News | westsidecurrent.com https://www.westsidecurrent.com/news/lafd-repsonds-to-rv-fire-at-ball...
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Last year two fires destroyed parts of the wetlands. In September of 2021, a fire burned half

and acre of land and March of 2021, a fire that, according to firefighters, may well have been

started by someone in one of the encampments, burned five acres of the wetlands.

The Ballona Wetlands Ecological Reserve is a protected area of 577 acres. It is the second-

largest open space within the city limits of Los Angeles, behind Griffith Park.  

More than 50 RVs remain parked in the area even though parking enforcement of vehicle

dwellings was supposed to resume immediately on May 15 for oversized vehicles that pose an

environmental or public health hazard, including those that have been present a threat to

environmentally sensitive habitats.

LAFD repsonds to RV Fire at Ballona Wetlands | News | westsidecurrent.com https://www.westsidecurrent.com/news/lafd-repsonds-to-rv-fire-at-ball...
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EXHIBIT K 



John Ly <johnkly@gmail.com>

ANOTHER VEHICLE FIRE @ WETLANDS NEAR GAS PLANT

Lucy Han <lucy@fotj.org> Tue, Sep 27, 2022 at 12:32 PM
To: "ericeoban@gmail.com" <ericeoban@gmail.com>, "cliban@hotmail.com" <cliban@hotmail.com>, "johnkly@gmail.com" <johnkly@gmail.com>, "jly@lianglyllp.com" <jly@lianglyllp.com>, "dearestdonna@yahoo.com"
<dearestdonna@yahoo.com>, "sheilatejada@gmail.com" <sheilatejada@gmail.com>, "jazminortega1@gmail.com" <jazminortega1@gmail.com>, "stejada@usc.edu" <stejada@usc.edu>
Cc: "connie.llanos@lacity.org" <connie.llanos@lacity.org>, Brian Hale <brian.hale@lacity.org>, Dean Zipperman <dean.zipperman@lacity.org>, Greg Good <ggood70@gmail.com>, "ed.pert@wildlife.ca.gov"
<ed.pert@wildlife.ca.gov>, Brody <richard.brody@wildlife.ca.gov>, Jim Burton <jburton@ecokai.com>, Edith Read <marshmistress@msn.com>, Scott Culbertson <scott@ballonafriends.org>, "michel.moore@lapd.online"
<michel.moore@lapd.online>, "36452@lapd.online" <36452@lapd.online>, Paul Calderon <32927@lapd.online>, "oo_dhc@lapd.online" <oo_dhc@lapd.online>, Steven Embrich <30993@lapd.online>, "36047@lapd.online"
<36047@lapd.online>, "35080@lapd.online" <35080@lapd.online>, "gita.oneill@lacity.org" <gita.oneill@lacity.org>, "mike.nagle@lacity.org" <mike.nagle@lacity.org>, "matt.szabo@lacity.org" <matt.szabo@lacity.org>, Patricia
Huber <patty.huber@lacity.org>, "brian.buchner@lacity.org" <brian.buchner@lacity.org>, "barbara.romero@lacity.org" <barbara.romero@lacity.org>, Howard Wong <howard.wong@lacity.org>, Jan Haagen <jan@fotj.org>, Paula
Gerez <paulagerez@gmail.com>, Julie Ross <cigardenia@aol.com>, Garrett Smith <Garrettsmith@ca.rr.com>, John Logsdon <johnlogsdon.ncwp@gmail.com>

Hello DOT Commissioners,

Yesterday (9/26/22), there was another fire @ the Wetlands near the gas plant. The other City departments do not have the political will to do anything. Please help us.

Could you please enforce parking restrictions for this area? 

Our area is very susceptible to wildfires caused by the vehicle dwellers. A wildfire could ignite a gas tank that is within 1000ft from this dwelling,  endangering all neighboring residents. We need the protection of the existing
“No Parking Anytime” signs to ensure the dwellers do not park here.

The community would appreciate any help you can offer.

Lucy Han
310-292-1225
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The sludgy geyser of gas, water and mud startled residents of Marina del Rey.

The hissing plume reached 100 feet into the air, the product of a hotel developer’s

failed attempt to re-plug a long-abandoned well from the Playa del Rey oil field.

Video of the gusher showed a worker hurrying to lower himself to safety via escape

rope.

The 2019 blowout was stemmed after 10 minutes but not before an estimated

100,000 cubic feet of powerful planet-warming natural gas escaped into the

atmosphere, about what an average U.S. household would use in two years.

The geyser most likely spewed from a naturally occurring underground gas pocket,

state officials concluded. But for Angelenos, it was a dramatic reminder of the legacy

of fossil fuel extraction on the city’s Westside — a legacy felt to this day.

It’s been 80 years since the Playa del Rey field reached its zenith as an oil producer,
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and nearly as long since Southern California Gas Co., now the country’s largest gas

utility, began storing a different fossil fuel there. The company pumps gas into a

sandstone formation thousands of feet below ground when demand is low, then sucks

it back out when demand is high, sending the fuel to power plants for electricity

generation and homes and businesses for heating and cooking.

It’s the same type of operation as Aliso Canyon, another SoCalGas storage field that

suffered a record-breaking leak in October 2015, sickening residents of L.A.'s Porter

Ranch neighborhood and forcing thousands of people to evacuate.

The Playa del Rey facility is significantly smaller than Aliso. But by some measures, it

poses a far greater threat.

Many more people live within a few miles of Playa than Aliso, meaning the health and

economic consequences of a major blowout could be worse. The Westside storage

field has older wells. And like Aliso, it has a long history of leaks.

SoCalGas insists both facilities are safe and critical to meeting local energy needs —

especially on cold winter days when Angelenos turn up their thermostats and on hot

summer days when gas plants generate electricity for air conditioners.

PAID CONTENT
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This is a Crisis
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“The Playa del Rey storage facility supports the integration of renewable energy like

solar and wind during unfavorable weather conditions, keeps customer bills

affordable by allowing our region to buy and store natural gas when prices are low,

and promotes a diverse energy mix,” SoCalGas spokesperson Christine Detz said in a

written statement to The Times.

Those claims haven’t convinced environmental activist Marcia Hanscom, a leader of

the campaign to close the storage field.

Hanscom lives in Playa del Rey and is intimately familiar with the neighborhoods

surrounding the SoCalGas facility, from working-class Westchester to the upscale

Playa Vista community. Los Angeles International Airport is a mile from the gas field.
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The gas storage field also lies directly beneath Los Angeles County’s largest remaining

coastal wetlands, the Ballona Wetlands. Gas pipelines cross underneath Ballona

Creek, which is parallel to the newly completed Park to Playa trail.

For Hanscom, protecting those communities is more than enough reason to shut

down the facility.

“The bottom line is, we need to stop injecting gas into this field,” she said. “It’s just

too dangerous.”

There’s growing support for that idea among elected officials. Los Angeles City

Council unanimously approved a resolution from Councilperson Mike Bonin on

Wednesday calling for the state to close the facility. Culver City Council approved a

similar resolution. The L.A. County Board of Supervisors asked Gov. Gavin Newsom

last year to study the feasibility of closing the storage field.

In a recent interview, L.A. Mayor Eric Garcetti expressed support for the activists
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campaigning to shut down Playa del Rey.

“I’d like to see that happen as quickly as scientifically supportable,” Garcetti said. “I

think over time, those campaigns are just, and they’re right on about where we need

to be, and also will help those lands be better preserved.”

Clean energy activists across the country are pushing cities and states to phase out

natural gas, meeting intense opposition from gas utilities. The fuel burns more

cleanly than coal but is still a significant contributor to the climate crisis.

In Southern California, the campaign against gas kicked into high gear following the

Aliso Canyon blowout, which took SoCalGas four months to get under control. The

San Fernando Valley facility spewed 109,000 tons of methane into the atmosphere.

Playa del Rey has less than 3% of the gas storage capacity of Aliso.

But 45,000 people live within a mile of Playa del Rey, compared with just 6,500

within a mile of Aliso, according to a 2018 report from the California Council on

Science and Technology, a nonprofit research organization established by state

lawmakers.

Expand the boundary to five miles and almost half a million people live near the

Westside gas field, more than twice as many as those who live near Aliso. And nearly

4,000 people live directly above the Playa del Rey field, compared with just 25

directly above Aliso.
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The council’s report noted that Playa del Rey had the oldest active wells of any

California gas storage field, with a median drill date of 1935. It said the facility has a

“record of [unplanned releases], is near a large population center, features tsunami

and wildfire threats, and has a relatively small gas storage capacity.”

The gas field should be studied for potential closure, the council concluded.

SoCalGas and its parent company, Sempra Energy of San Diego, have every incentive

to stop that from happening.

Sempra noted in a recent financial filing that public scrutiny of gas storage poses a

risk to its business, citing lawmakers and activists who “have expressed a desire to

further limit or eliminate reliance on natural gas.” The Fortune 500 company didn’t

mention Playa del Rey specifically. But it warned that any “significant impairment” of

Aliso Canyon — which activists also hope to see closed — could hurt its bottom line.

SoCalGas didn’t make any executives available for an interview. But company officials

have described their four storage fields as among the safest in the country.

“Aliso Canyon is an event that we regret, but I think one of the outgrowths of Aliso

Canyon is that it was an industry-changing event,” SoCalGas President Maryam

Brown told the Rotary Club of Pasadena last week. “We worked very closely with our

state as well as federal regulators to redesign Aliso Canyon, as well as our other

storage facilities, to make them state of the art.”
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Brown also cited the heat wave California experienced in August — which led to brief

rolling blackouts as electricity demand outstripped supply on two consecutive

evenings — as an example of why Los Angeles needs local gas storage.

“There was a very significant need for draw from storage to be able to ensure the

reliability that we had,” she said.

The gas company has been pressing those points on elected officials. In a letter to

L.A. City Council members last month, Paul Goldstein, the utility’s vice president for

transmission and storage, wrote that local power plants “were using far more gas

than was being delivered through interstate pipelines” during the August heat wave.

In a letter to a Culver City official in December, he wrote that the rolling blackouts

“would have been much worse” without facilities such as Playa del Rey.
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Those claims haven’t convinced climate activists, who want California to limit

reliance on gas by switching to solar, wind and other clean energy sources. The Los

Angeles Department of Water and Power released a study last month concluding the

city can achieve 98% clean power by 2030 and 100% by 2035, with minimal

economic disruption and no greater risk of blackouts.

Activists also point to a growing body of scientific research showing serious health

risks from living near oil and gas infrastructure.

A 2019 study from Harvard University singled out Playa del Rey as especially risky.

The researchers examined gas storage fields across six states, from California to New

York, to better understand the potential health consequences of leaks. Of the more

than 9,000 wells they studied, the one with the most nearby homes was at Playa del

Rey. It had 150 homes within 200 meters.

That well has since been plugged. But others close to houses, schools and at least one

church are still active.

Playa del Rey “jumps off the page,” said Drew Michanowicz, the study’s lead author.

“If something like Aliso Canyon were to happen there, it really could be quite tragic,”

he said.
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Concerns over SoCalGas’s presence in Playa del Rey are not new.

Thirty-one years ago, The Times reported that residents of the neighborhoods that

had cropped up around the storage field since World War II — when gas was first

pumped underground — regularly complained about odors and leaks. A SoCalGas

official said at the time that the company could not move the facility because of its

use of a naturally occurring underground oil field.

“God put it here, and that’s it. So we’ve got to live with the neighbors,” the official

said.
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The neighbors have had a lot to put up with.

A 2005 study found that gas “has been leaking along old wellbores for a number of

years,” according to the California Council on Science and Technology. The council

called it “a documented case of storage gas impacting a groundwater aquifer.”

Two years later, SoCalGas was sued by the Environmental Law Foundation, which

alleged the company had “contaminated or threaten(ed) to contaminate”

groundwater with cancer-causing chemicals by failing to contain the spread of its gas

at Playa del Rey. SoCalGas settled the case, agreeing to increase monitoring and pay

the foundation nearly $1 million in legal fees.

Attorney Jim Wheaton, who led the foundation at the time, remembers his staff

scientist visiting the facility and telling him, “OMG. There’s natural gas coming to the

surface. You can see it bubbling” in the marina and Ballona Creek.

In a settlement with the Grassroots Coalition in 2007, SoCalGas agreed to reduce

emissions from Playa del Rey and make public more information about the chemical

contents of its gas. That followed concerns raised by nearby residents that leaks or

intentional venting could be poisoning the neighborhood’s air and soil.
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In March 2011, the state’s oil and gas regulator ordered SoCalGas to stop injecting gas

at Playa del Rey for four months after problems were detected at several wells.

In January 2013, a gas explosion at the facility sent up a massive plume of flames that

could be seen for miles.

The bluffs overlooking the Ballona Wetlands offer stunning views of the Westside,

although it’s not hard to spot the gas well pads and compressor station just down the

hill.

There are also several wells hidden in the neighborhood atop the bluffs, including two

on otherwise empty lots surrounded by houses and partially hidden by trees. One has

107 homes within 200 meters, according to the Harvard study. Two more wells are

located just beyond the outfield fence of a youth baseball field on SoCalGas property.

In Marina del Rey, there’s a well on a traffic island at the south end of Fiji Way, near

Fisherman’s Village.
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Anne Kirkpatrick has lived in the marina for nearly 30 years, down the block from the

2019 well blowout. Before that incident, she said, she had no idea she was living on

top of an old oil field. She wants to see the SoCalGas facility shut down.

“People are concerned about their utility bills going up. I’d rather have a little bit

higher of a utility bill than cancer,” she said.

SoCalGas says its storage field poses no threat to Angelenos and has gotten safer

since the Aliso Canyon leak.

In a recent presentation, John Thompson, the utility’s storage reservoir engineering

manager, pointed to several improvements at Playa del Rey, including daily

inspections, continuous methane monitoring and new steel inner tubing in every
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active well.

Thompson said the facility is crucial not only for sending gas to homes but for

supplying industrial gas users. Playa del Rey serves several gas-fired power plants

and oil refineries, including Chevron’s El Segundo refinery, the West Coast’s second

largest.

“The facility may be small, but its location is very critical,” Thompson told Santa

Monica’s environmental task force.

The gas company says its infrastructure can be repurposed to help fight climate

change, with cleaner fuels subbing in for fossil gas. Clean energy activists are

skeptical — renewable gas supplies will probably be relatively limited, and renewable

hydrogen is largely unproven — but SoCalGas has used that argument to bolster its

case for keeping gas storage fields open.
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The company said last month it will aim for net-zero carbon emissions by 2045. Chief

Executive Scott Drury wrote that California “can reach our climate goals and deliver

reliable and affordable energy by accelerating the decarbonization of the gas system.”

SoCalGas has also highlighted its plans to remove more than a dozen wells that

puncture the Ballona Wetlands Ecological Reserve. Work began last year, with

construction crews beginning to remove the Vidor 5 observation well just off Culver

Boulevard.

But the well removals have faced pushback from critics including Hanscom, who

oppose the gas company’s plan to drill several new wells from its own property that

would extend under the wetlands. The more money SoCalGas spends on new

infrastructure at Playa, their thinking goes, the more reason it will have to fight for
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the facility’s continued operation long into the future.

“This is not the type of infrastructure that we should be investing more into,” Nancy

Barba, who works for an energy efficiency company and serves on Culver City’s

planning commission, said at a recent city council meeting.

Even some environmentalists who support the well removals say SoCalGas needs to

go. Santa Monica-based Heal the Bay endorsed calls to shut down the Playa del Rey

field last year, the same day it said it would stop accepting SoCalGas funding.

“I’m lumping them with oil companies now. The damage they do is just too great,”

said Shelley Luce, the group’s chief executive.
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Bonin, the L.A. City Council member, worries that a blowout at Playa del Rey similar

to the one at Aliso Canyon could force the evacuation of hundreds of thousands of

people and the temporary shutdown of LAX. He wrote to Newsom in May 2019,

urging the governor to order a cost-benefit analysis evaluating closure of the

Westside gas field. Two years later, that hasn’t happened.

“SoCalGas, they’re a great player in the community. They support a lot of great causes

and organizations, everything from youth sports to community cleanups,” Bonin said

in an interview. “But I don’t want to get that alert on my iPhone about a disaster, and

have people’s life and safety imperiled and not have tried to do something about it in

advance.”

“The climate crisis is getting exponentially worse in front of our eyes. And we know

that the end of fossil fuels has to come,” he added. “So between the public safety risk

and the fact that we have to get off fossil fuels, let’s just get moving.”

Your support helps us deliver the news that
matters most. Subscribe to the Los Angeles

Times.

Shutting down gas storage fields is easier said than done in a state that relies on the

fuel for one-third of its electricity and most of its space and hot water heating. And

critics say Newsom and his appointees have done little to lessen the state’s reliance

on gas.

The California Energy Commission is set to allow new homes to be built with gas
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appliances through at least 2025. The state water board extended the shutdown

deadline for four gas-fired power plants last year out of fear of power outages.

Newsom took several big steps on climate last fall, ordering an end to the sale of

gasoline-powered cars by 2035 and calling for lawmakers to ban fracking. But his

climate package didn’t include anything to wean homes off gas heating and cooking.

“There’s a lot more work that needs to be done, and a lot more leadership that needs

to be shown by Newsom,” said Alexandra Nagy, California director of Food & Water

Watch, one of the groups campaigning to shut down the Playa del Rey gas field.

Newsom did tell the Public Utilities Commission to hurry its study of the feasibility of
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shutting down Aliso Canyon. But in the meantime, the commission may raise the cap

on how much gas can be stored at Aliso, which has been limited since the methane

leak to protect public health. A modeling report released by the agency in January

assumes peak winter gas demand will fall by just 3% over the next decade — and peak

summer demand will rise by nearly 5%.

“There are reliability risks to keeping Aliso Canyon inventory low,” commission

spokesperson Terrie Prosper said in a written statement.

Asked for Newsom’s position on Playa del Rey, spokesperson Erin Mellon didn’t

answer directly. She said his administration is “working to get to a carbon-neutral

economy by 2045 and believes the need for natural gas storage may look very

different in that future.”

Newsom visited the Ballona Wetlands while running for governor, less than a year

before the gas geyser that sent a worker scrambling for safety. Two Marriott hotels

are now taking reservations at the site. There’s no sign the blowout happened.

There is a small wetland park, which L.A. County required the hotel developer to help

fund. It’s a reminder of the ecosystems that were lost when Playa Vista was built,

Ballona Creek was encased in concrete and the landscape was shot through with oil

wells.

Activists hope that the fossil fuel infrastructure, at least, can become the stuff of

history.
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Sammy Roth covers energy for the Los Angeles Times and writes the weekly Boiling

Point newsletter. He previously reported for the Desert Sun in Palm Springs. He grew

up in Westwood and would very much like to see the Dodgers win the World Series

again.
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

November 13, 2018Date:

The Honorable City Council 
c/o City Clerk, Room 395, City Hall
Attention: Honorable Mike Bonin, Chair, Transportation Committee

Seleta J. Reynolds, General Manager 
Department of Transportation

To:

From:

Subject: REVIEW OF BEST PRACTICES FOR OVERSIZE VEHICLE PARKING RESTRICTIONS (COUNCIL 
FILE 17-0956)

SUMMARY

This report summarizes the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) initial review of best 
practices for restricting oversize vehicle parking by other municipalities.

RECOMMENDATIONS

That the City Council RECEIVE and FILE the report.

BACKGROUND

On January 12, 2018, the Los Angeles City Council (Council) adopted CF 17-0956, directing LADOT to 
report back with an analysis of the best practices and ordinances that permit, restrict, and/or ban 
recreational vehicle (RV) parking on public streets in other municipalities. The motion states, "As a result 
of the rise in homelessness, there is also an increase of people living in oversized/recreational vehicles 
(RVs)." Concurrently, residents are reporting concerns about the presence of oversize vehicles and RVs 
reducing roadway space (especially on narrow streets), occupying multiple parking spaces, and impeding 
line of sight at intersections and driveways.

On June 29, 2010, Council approved an ordinance amending Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 
80.69.4 to revise the definition of oversize vehicles, and to establish a procedure to investigate and 
determine whether the parking of such vehicles between 2:00 AM and 6:00 AM on designated City 
streets is prohibited (Council File 09-3036). Since 2010, Council has approved numerous resolutions to 
restrict the parking of oversize vehicles on streets throughout the City. In 2017, Council adopted over 
130 resolutions. After oversize parking restriction signs are installed, the vehicles often move to nearby 
streets until parking restrictions are posted on those streets. Communities continue to experience a 
proliferation of these vehicles, and the current program provides a piecemeal approach to the problem.

On June 27, 2018, Council approved (CF-14-1057-S4), a six month extension to LAMC Section 80.52, 
restricting the use of vehicles for dwelling purposes, with a revised sunset date of January 1, 2019. The 
Council motion instructed the Department of City Planning, City Administrative Officer (CAO), Chief 
Legislative Analyst (CLA), and Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) with the assistance of 
the City Attorney, Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD), and any Department that is necessary, to
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report on the feasibility of developing Vehicle Dwelling Parking programs, that prohibits vehicle dwelling 
near the program sites, and restricts vehicle dwelling parking sites from being within 500 feet of schools, 
preschools, daycare facilities, and parks.

California Vehicle Code for Oversize Vehicles

The State of California authorizes local authorities to establish their own policies that prohibit or restrict 
vehicles of a certain size from stopping, parking or standing in adherence with California Vehicle Code 
(CVC) 22507. CVC 22507 states:

Local authorities may, by ordinance or resolution, prohibit or restrict the stopping, parking, or standing 
of vehicles, including, but not limited to, vehicles that are six feet or more in height (including any load 
thereon) within 100 feet of any intersection, on certain streets or highways, or portions thereof, during 
all or certain hours of the day. The ordinance or resolution may include a designation of certain streets 
upon which preferential parking privileges are given to residents and merchants adjacent to the streets 
for their use and the use of their guests, under which the residents and merchants may be issued a 
permit or permits that exempt them from the prohibition or restriction of the ordinance or resolution. 
With the exception of alleys, the ordinance or resolution shall not apply until signs or markings giving 
adequate notice thereof have been placed...

California Coastal Commission

California voters established the California Coastal Commission in 1972 to protect public access and 
coastal resources. To ensure ongoing beach access, the Commission requires all local governments to 
comply with the California Coastal Act's mandate to "maximize public access to and along the coast and 
maximize public recreational opportunities in the coastal zone consistent with sound resources 
conservation principles and constitutionally protected rights of private property owners."

LADOT contacted the California Coastal Commission for any policies or standards on oversize vehicle 
parking in the coastal areas. The Coastal Commission indicated that they acted on requests for Oversize 
Parking Districts in the cities of Ventura and Santa Cruz, but not in Los Angeles County. However, the 
Coastal Commission considers and approves restrictions on a case by case basis with public access to the 
coastal area as a key factor.

DISCUSSION

To understand how other large cities address oversize vehicle and RV parking, LADOT staff reviewed the 
parking programs and municipal codes of the largest cities in the United States by population. Because 
California has unique laws and oversight from the Coastal Commission, staff concentrated the review of 
municipal codes on eight cities in California in addition to several large cities outside of the state.

Practices among Large Non-California Cities

Nine large cities in the United States (New York, NY; Chicago, IL; Houston, TX; Phoenix, AZ; Philadelphia, 
PA; San Antonio, TX; Dallas, TX; Austin, TX; and Jacksonville, FL) prohibit the parking of oversize vehicles 
and RVs throughout either the entire city or the entire residentially-zoned portion of the city by default. 
San Antonio allows limited parking of oversize vehicles for trip preparation, but only for a maximum of 
48 hours prior to and 24 hours after use, and only twice within any calendar month. Austin bans
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camping in public areas, which includes using a vehicle as a living accommodation on a street or in a 
parking lot. Jacksonville bans use of recreational vehicles for living purposes in residential areas.

Practices among Select California Cities

LADOT surveyed eight large to medium-sized California cities, including Anaheim, Long Beach, San Diego, 
San Francisco, San Jose, Santa Barbara, Santa Clarita, and Santa Monica. These municipalities were 
selected because they have some form of oversized vehicle restrictions in place, and share similar coastal 
and/or tourism traits with Los Angeles.

Restricted TimesCity Restricted Area Permit Program

Anaheim AllEntire city No

Long Beach All residential areas. 
Non-residential areas based 

on need

Residential areas - All; 
Non-residential areas - 
2:00 AM to 5:00 AM

Yes

San Diego Entire city 2:00 AM to 6:00 AM Yes

San Francisco Entire city 12:01 AM to 6:00 AM No

Select areas based on citizen 
request or determination of 
Director of the Department 

of Streets and Traffic

San Jose All No

Santa Barbara AllEntire city Yes

Santa Clarita Weekdays, holidays 
excluded

Entire city Yes

Santa Monica Entire city 9:00 PM to 6:00 AM Yes

For additional information on each California city surveyed, please see the Appendix.

Best Practices Options

Options Pros and Cons
1. Current Practice Pros:

• Allows for oversize vehicle parking districts to be 
created when a problem arises.

• Daily permits accommodate residents.
• Enforcement requirements continue at current 

levels, only expanding as signs are posted in 
various areas.

Maintain status quo with posting signs 
restricting parking between the hours of 
2:00 AM and 6:00 AM for oversize vehicles 
except by permit. Daily permits are limited 
to not exceed three consecutive days.
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Cons:
Cost and Timeline: As needed and will 
vary based on the number of oversized 
vehicle restrictions approved by City 
Council. In 2017, approximately 4,000 
signs were installed at an approximate 
total cost of $350,000.

Once oversize parking restrictions are posted, 
oversize vehicles often move a few blocks away or 
to another street that does not have oversize 
parking restriction signs posted.
Piecemeal approach creates a large backlog of 
oversize vehicle parking district sign requests. 
Significant cost to the City for manufacturing and 
posting the signs.

2. Current Practice with Permit Limits Pros:
Allows for oversize vehicle parking districts to be 
created when a problem arises.
Daily permits accommodate residents with fewer 
permits allowed per month to prevent ongoing 
storage of residents' oversize vehicles on-street. 
Enforcement requirements continue at current 
levels, only expanding as signs are posted in 
various areas.

Maintain status quo with posting signs 
restricting parking between the hours of 
2:00 AM and 6:00 AM for oversize vehicles 
except by permit. Daily permits are limited 
to not exceed three consecutive days. A 
monthly limit of six total permits per 
household to prevent ongoing storage of 
resident vehicles in posted areas while still 
allowing for trip preparation and return.

Cons:
Once oversize parking restrictions are posted, 
oversize vehicles often move a few blocks away or 
to another street that does not have oversize 
parking restriction signs posted.
Piecemeal approach creates a large backlog of 
oversize vehicle parking district sign requests. 
Significant cost to the City for manufacturing and 
posting the signs.

Cost and Timeline: As needed and will 
vary based on the number of oversized 
vehicle restrictions approved by City 
Council. As a baseline, in 2017, 
approximately 4,000 signs were installed 
at a total cost of approximately $350,000.

3. Citywide Oversize Vehicle Parking Ban Pros:
Eliminates oversize vehicles on public streets 
citywide with limited exceptions.
Fewer LADOT resources required than issuing 
permits and creating new oversize vehicle parking 
districts.
Easier policy to enforce.

Citywide ban of oversize vehicles with 
exemptions for government, public utility, 
commercial loading vehicles, buses, and 
vehicles with disabled license plate or 
placard.

Cons:
Restrictive for residents that own recreational 
vehicles.
Displaces those living in oversize vehicles with 
limited options to park elsewhere in the City.
Not consistent with current oversize vehicle 
restricted parking hours, so existing oversize 
restrictions signs need to be replaced or removed. 
City currently lacks enforcement and sanitation 
capacity for this option.

Cost: Approximately $900,000 to post 
signs at all entrances to the City and 
remove current signs.

Timeline: Approximately 20 months, 
assuming four full-time staff assigned to 
post signs at all entrances to the City and 
remove current signs.
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4. Citywide Oversize Vehicle Parking Ban 
with Temporary Permits and Expanded 
Safe Parking Program

Pros:
Limits oversize vehicles on public streets citywide 
with exceptions for residents, businesses, and 
other classifications.
Easily regulated process.
Provides a safe haven for people living in oversize 
vehicles that need overnight parking.

Citywide ban of oversize vehicles with 
exemptions for temporary residential 
permits, companies doing business within 
the City, government, public utility, 
commercial loading vehicles, buses, and 
vehicles with disabled license plate or 
placard. Expand the Safe Parking Program 
to include designated public streets and 
lots in each council district to allow 
persons living in oversize vehicles to safely 
park overnight and receive social services.

Cons:
Limits residents and businesses, not already in 
oversize vehicle parking districts, ability to park 
on-street.
Potentially greater resource needs to administer 
the Program.
Need to identify locations and resources to 
accommodate the Safe Parking Program.
Not consistent with current oversize vehicle 
restricted parking hours, so existing oversize 
restrictions signs would need to be re 
removed.
City currently lacks enforcement and sanitation 
capacity for this option.
Current Safe Parking Program cannot handle the 
expected demand.

Cost: Approximately $900,000 to post 
signs at all entrances to the City and 
remove current signs.

or

Timeline: Approximately 20 months, 
assuming four full-time staff assigned to 
post signs at all entrances to the City and 
remove current signs.

5. Citywide Overnight and Intersection 
Oversize Vehicle Parking Restrictions with 
Temporary Permits and Expanded Safe 
Parking Program

Pros
Limits oversize vehicles on public streets citywide 
with limited exceptions.
Consistent with current oversize vehicle restricted 
parking hours, so existing oversize restrictions 
signs would not need to be replaced or removed. 
Addresses concerns regarding oversize vehicles 
inhibiting visibility of intersections.

Citywide restriction of oversize vehicles 
between the hours of 2:00 AM and 6:00 
AM, and prohibit parking of said vehicles 
within 50 feet of public intersections. 
Exceptions for temporary residential 
permits, companies doing business within 
the City, government, public utility, 
commercial loading vehicles, buses, and 
vehicles with disabled license plate or 
placard. Expand the Safe Parking Program 
to include designated public streets and 
lots in each council district to allow 
persons living in oversize vehicles to safely 
park overnight and receive social services.

Con
Limits residents and businesses, not already in 
oversize vehicle parking districts, ability to park 
on-street.
Residents would only be able to park their 
oversize vehicle on their street.
Displaces those living in oversize vehicles with 
limited options to park in the City.
City currently lacks enforcement and sanitation 
capacity for this option.
Current Safe Parking Program cannot handle the 
expected demand.

Cost: Approximately $450,000 to post 
signs at all entrances to the City.
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Timeline: Approximately eight months, 
assuming four full-time staff assigned to 
post signs at all entrances to the City.

It may be beneficial for the City to create a task force with representatives from LADOT, LAPD, LAHSA, 
Housing and Community Investment Department, Sanitation, City Attorney, and any other departments 
that can contribute to the overall effort to address the issue of homeless living in vehicles.

LADOT consulted with the LAPD, Safe Parking LA, and LAHSA. After discussing the best practice options 
in this report, LAPD and LADOT Parking Enforcement lack the resources to enforce citywide oversize 
vehicle restrictions, and the official police garages lack the towing and storage capacity to handle the 
expected number of vehicles impounded under citywide oversize vehicle parking restrictions. Each 
official police garage only has space to store between two to four oversize vehicles. Unless additional 
impound storage is identified, this would limit the City's ability to enforce oversize restrictions.

Compounding the enforcement limitations, vehicles cannot be towed while occupied. If an individual 
refuses to leave their oversize vehicle, LAPD, LADOT Parking Enforcement, and the official police garages 
cannot tow vehicles that violate oversize restrictions.

Safe Parking LA and LAHSA report that sufficient safe parking resources do not currently exist to meet 
projected demand, given the additional requirements of oversize vehicles compared to standard sized 
vehicles.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Revenue from the sale of permits will be applied towards covering the cost of implementation, 
administration, and enforcement of the new oversize vehicle restrictions. Costs for the various options 
range from approximately $350,000 annually under current practices to a one-time cost of between 
$450,000 to $900,000 for the various citywide restriction options for sign fabrication, installation, and 
removal. Enforcement costs are unknown at this time.
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APPENDIX - Oversize Vehicle Restrictions Among Select California Cities

Anaheim

Under an ordinance effective in May 2018, the City of Anaheim prohibits oversize vehicle parking on all 
city streets. There is no provision within the ordinance that allows residents to purchase permits to park 
their oversize vehicles within city boundaries.

The ordinance exempts: vehicles with a disabled placard or license plate; emergency parking for up to 24 
consecutive hours due to mechanical breakdown or physical incapacity of the driver or owner; 
government vehicles; public utility vehicles parked while the operator is conducting official business; 
vehicles actively loading and unloading persons or merchandise, or in engaged in construction or other 
work associated with an adjacent residence or building; vehicles loading, unloading and/or preparing for 
travel; and vehicles displaying a temporary placard issued by the City Manager.

Long Beach

In June 2017, the City of Long Beach banned oversize vehicle parking in all residential areas, and posted 
signs at all city entrances via surface streets and freeway off-ramps. Residents who provide proof of 
residency can purchase up to 22 household permits each year to park in residential areas for loading or 
maintenance purposes with a minimum of 24 hours between permit uses.

Long Beach can prohibit oversize vehicle parking in non-residential areas for traffic or safety purposes. 
Occupants of a non-residential block can petition to prohibit oversize vehicle parking with signed support 
from at least two-thirds of the street frontage occupants. Additionally, the City Traffic Engineer may post 
oversize vehicle restrictions in a non-residential area at the written request of a council district office, 
subject to either majority support or lack of sufficient opposition from the affected occupants. Signs 
posted within a business district restrict parking from 2:00 AM to 5:00 AM. Long Beach prohibits living in 
vehicles on public streets in its municipal code.

San Diego

The City of San Diego implemented its Oversize Parking Program in 2016. This program prohibits vehicles 
over 27 feet in length and 7 feet in height from parking within 50 feet of any intersection, alley, or 
parking lot between 2:00 AM and 6:00 AM without a permit. To ensure commercial activity is not 
hindered, the program exempts vehicles actively loading, unloading, or performing a service.

Residents with proof of residency and vehicle ownership can purchase 24 hour permits to park 
Recreational Vehicles (RV) on their block for up to 72 consecutive hours. No more than 72 permits may 
be issued to one address in a calendar year. San Diego's RV permit program prohibits overnight camping, 
lodging, or accommodation while parked on any public street.

San Francisco

The City of San Francisco established an Oversize Parking Pilot Program in 2013. The pilot program 
restricted parking vehicles over 22 feet in length or 7 feet in height between 12:01 AM and 6:00 AM 
without any permit exemptions. The City posted approximately 700 signs in residential and public use 
areas, such as parks and recreation centers. Families living in oversize vehicles were directed to a
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program where they could safely store their vehicle after enrolling in case management to ultimately 
secure permanent housing.

The 2013 pilot relied on a ordinance that classified violations as a misdemeanor and gave the Police 
Department singular authority over enforcement. Due to inadequate resources within that department, 
the program was unenforceable and San Francisco chose not to expand the program. If the ordinance 
was written as a civil violation, and therefore enforceable by both police and traffic officers, the program 
may have been more successful. However, given the inability to enforce the program, the Board of 
Transportation Directors did not approve new sign postings. Instead, San Francisco took a more targeted 
approach to outreach and created a Department of Homeless and Housing that has a Vehicular 
Homeless Team to provide targeted assistance to people living in their vehicles and RVs.

San Jose

San Jose takes a similar approach to Los Angeles, allowing the Director of the Department of Streets and 
Traffic to establish "No Large Vehicle Parking Zones" following a citizen's request and departmental study.

Santa Barbara

In 2015, the City of Santa Barbara attempted to ban oversize vehicle parking citywide, but faced legal 
challenges because alternatives were not identified. In 2016, Santa Barbara adopted less restrictive 
measures including signage prohibiting oversize vehicle parking without a valid permit. The City posted 
signs at entrance points to the City, including freeway off-ramps and arterial streets within the City. After 
these modifications, lawsuits were withdrawn.

Free Oversize Vehicle Disability Permits are available to residents who have a valid disabled placard or 
license plate and who require an oversize vehicle to accommodate their mobility-related disability.
These permits are valid for one year and may be renewed. Permits may be used by the permit holder to 
park adjacent to their home, workplace, or facilities where they receive services.

The City issues Contractors Oversize Vehicle Parking Permits to businesses with oversize commercial 
vehicles. Permitted vehicles may park in the public right-of-way between the hours of 7:00 AM and 8:00 
PM. Applicants must have a valid Santa Barbara Business License and be current on all applicable city 
taxes, and vehicles must have a commercial registration issued by the California Department of Motor 
Vehicles.

Santa Barbara offers a Safe Parking Program that provides case management and outreach to the 
homeless, and off-street overnight parking to individuals and families living in their vehicles. The City 
provides 133 confidential, daily-monitored parking places for those living in their vehicles. Owners must 
provide a current driver's license, registration, and insurance.

Santa Clarita

The City of Santa Clarita adopted an Oversize Parking Program in January 2001. Santa Clarita's Oversize 
Vehicle Parking Program defines oversize as 23 feet in length, 7 feet in width, or 8 feet in height, and any 
vehicle that meets at least two of those criteria is considered an oversize vehicle. RVs can park for 48 
consecutive hours at a time without a permit, and residents may purchase permits that exempt their RVs 
from the oversize vehicle restrictions for an additional 72 hours. Any vehicle that displays a disabled
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placard or license plate is exempt from oversize vehicle parking restrictions. The City's program is not in 
effect on holidays and weekends.

Santa Monica

The City of Santa Monica adopted an ordinance in February 2013 that prohibits oversize vehicles from 
parking on any city street between the hours of 9:00 PM and 6:00 AM without a permit. Santa Monica 
issues permits for residents to park non-commercial RVs in residential areas at no cost upon proof of 
residency and vehicle registration. The City posts signs indicating the parking restrictions on all streets 
entering the city limits.

Santa Monica limits residents to one permit per 30 day period. However, residents may request permits 
for periods of up to 30 days. It is possible for residents to park their RV in residential areas on an 
ongoing basis. There is no requirement for residents to park the RV on their own block, thus allowing 
vehicles to be parked on any residential street and potentially impact other parts of the community. The 
City allows oversize vehicles in beach parking lots and have the same time restrictions as passenger 
vehicles.
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